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What Makes Our Guides Unique?
￼[image: P7280114.jpeg]
Apostles of the Prague Astronomical Clock waiting for their showtime.
There are guidebooks that are brief, and there are guidebooks that are exhaustive. 
The first kind will tell you the name of an attraction, but without context, this information might not be particularly exciting. 
The second type provides exhaustive details, which you typically have to search for in lengthy passages of text. And when you're actually at the site, you'd rather take in the sights than pore over pages of a guidebook.
So we created a guidebook that solves this dilemma.
We've crafted a guidebook filled not only with facts but also with stories of rulers, saints, builders and artists, as well as descriptions of selected works of art. We've included truly breathtaking photographs that you won't be able to capture yourself. All of this is wrapped in an attractive visual style with a comfortable and user-friendly interface, including a smartphone screen. 
And the cherry on top: in Gold and Blue editions we've added an audio commentary for each location, ensuring that your sightseeing experience is both informative and enjoyable.
In the guide Mozart's footsteps, each place is also accompanied by musical compositions.
 
❓Did you know that Prague Castle is also the largest ancient castle in the world and surpasses even the English Windsor as the largest inhabited castle?
￼[image: SvatyVit2-.jpeg]
The true jewel of Prague is St. Vitus Cathedral.
Prague Castle, the most prominent Czech castle, and Charles Bridge, the iconic structure of Prague, hold a special place in the heart of the city and its history. Prague Castle, with its rich heritage dating back to the 9th century, has been a residence for Czech princes, kings, and even the Emperor of the Holy Roman Empire. It is considered the largest castle complex in Europe and one of the largest in the world. 
 
❓Did you know that Charles Bridge is the largest open-air sculpture gallery in the world?
￼[image: Karluv most depos small.jpg]
With more than 50 sculptures, Charles Bridge is the most beautiful open-air gallery in the world.
On Charles Bridge, you will encounter a unique outdoor gallery featuring over 30 sculptures and 70 figures. Each statue has its own story and significance, from the famous statue of Saint John of Nepomuk to the intriguing Turk sculpture guarding Christian captives. 
These sculptures, often serving as intercessors for specific situations in life, add an extra layer of meaning and fascination to your visit.
❓Did you know that the statue of Saint John of Nepomuk has been replicated over 60,000 times around the world?￼[image: St John of Nepomuk.jpeg]
In all corners of the world you can see a copy of this statue of St. John of Nepomuk from the Charles Bridge.
 
 
❓Did you know where did Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart compose his most famous opera?
￼[image: IMG_6497.jpeg]
The Nostic Theatre has witnessed four premieres of works by Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart.
In the guide Mozart and Prague we take you to the places associated with Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart's Prague sojourns. In addition to audio commentaries, this chapter is also accompanied by Mozart's wonderful music. The most famous such place is undoubtedly the Estates Theatre, the site of his glorious premieres. The most successful one here was definitely Mozart's best work, the opera Don Giovanni.
Listen more in this excerpt with musical accompaniment.￼
Don Giovani M EN .mp3
 
￼[image: IMG_1143 (1).jpeg]
The interior of the Estates Theatre ( previous Nostic Theatre ).
The Estates Theatre still has Mozart's works in its repertoire as you can see Miroslav Huptych's temporary curtain for the opera The Magic Flute. Listen to the popular aria Papagena. 
🎼 The Magic Flute,
 Pa-pa-pa-pa-pa-pa-papageno￼
Papageno short.mp3
Almost 200 years later Mozart's famous premieres the interior of this theatre became the setting for the Oscar-winning film Amadeus. Our guides will also take you to other magical film locations of this amazing movie. In the next picture you can see Mozart's "film" house on Hradčany Square. 
￼[image: IMG_6693 (1).jpeg]
Kanovnická 2 street, Wolfgang and Konstance's film house
Our guides contain hundreds of stunning images that you can't take yourself, bringing you closer to the hard-to-reach highlights of the cathedral or Prague Astronomical Clock. You'll be able to appreciate in detail the beauty.
￼[image: SvatyVit_98.jpeg]
Original Gothic part of the St Vitus Cathedral at Prague Castle is just amazing.
Let us guide you through the rich history, art, and legends of Prague, making your walk more enjoyable and meaningful.
￼[image: Bazilika3.jpeg]
The Romanesque chancel of the Basilica St George at Prague Castle.
Our guides has also been designed to be read on a smartphone screen. We've included easy-to-use navigation, many additional links that function as buttons in mobile apps make navigation very simple and each underlined text link leads to a different section of the guide.  
Key features of our guides:
🎗️ Medallions of rulers, saints, sculptors, builders and artists associated with the featured works
 🎥 Hundreds of amazing photos that also show hidden or inaccessible treasures
 🎧 Audio commentaries for a fully immersive experience (GOLD Edition)
 🎼 Music tracks (Mozart & Prague, Jewels of Prague)
 🔷 Sleek and modern design, optimised for easy access on your smartphone screen
Experience the wonder and beauty of Prague like never before with our immersive smartphone-friendly guide. 
Get ready to embark on an unforgettable journey through time, art, and captivating stories. With our guidebooks in hand, you'll have all the information you need to fully appreciate these extraordinary landmarks and create memories that will last a lifetime.
 
Whether you're a first-time visitor or a seasoned Prague traveler, our guidebook is perfect for you.
 
 
 
￼[image: SvatyVit_79.jpeg]
A rare view from the inaccessible gallery (Triforium) of the nave of St.Vitus Cathedral.
Take a look also at other titles from the Mateo Guides, edition, for example the guide to the entire Prague Castle or the guide that introduces the characters of the Charles Bridge in an original way. If you like classical music, you should not miss the unique guide with musical examples that will take you to the places where Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart stayed, composed, performed or just had fun in Prague. And if you don't know which one, try the audio-visual guide Jewels of Prague, which will take you around Prague like never before.
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User Guide
Fast navigation in the guide:
From each heading there is a shortcut to the list.
Colour coding in headlines:
dark blue - point of view in exterior
gold - point of view in interior
Colour coding in a text
Saints - red
Builders and Artists - light blue
rulers (Donors) - green
Our guidebook was made in EPUB 3 format, allowing you to enjoy the added audio files seamlessly. The e-book works flawlessly in native Apple Books and also in native Google Play Books.
 ⚠️For Android users we recommend ensuring that you have the latest version of the app for the best experience. If you prefer a different EPUB 3 reader, we have tested our guidebook on various platforms and can recommend Aldiko Next as a reliable and free option.

Introduction￼
Intro Cathedral.mp3
Located in the heart of Prague's Castle District, the Cathedral of St Vitus, Wenceslas and Adalbert, also known as St Vitus Cathedral, is much more than just a building. It is a symbol of the rich history of the Czech Republic, spanning centuries of wars, peace treaties, and political upheavals. This majestic Gothic masterpiece has witnessed the coronation of kings, the birth of a new era, and the restoration of a nation's spirit. The intricate architecture and artistic masterpieces within its walls are a testament to the human creativity and devotion that have flourished throughout the ages.
￼[image: SvatyVit2-5.jpg]
South-west view of the Cathedral.
The history of St Vitus Cathedral is as rich and complex as the history of the Czech Republic itself. The cathedral's origins date back to the 10th century when Wenceslaus I, the Duke of Bohemia, founded a Romanesque rotunda on the site. The rotunda was replaced by a larger basilica in the 11th century, which was then replaced by the current Gothic structure in the 14th century. 
Throughout the centuries, the cathedral underwent several reconstructions that saw the involvement of numerous architects, artists, and rulers. Emperor Charles IV, who is widely regarded as the cathedral's greatest patron, commissioned the construction of the New Archiepiscopal Palace and the Wenceslaus Chapel, which became the final resting place of the country's patron saint. The cathedral's history is also intertwined with the reign of Emperor Rudolf II, who contributed significantly to the cathedral's artistic adornments.
￼[image: SvatyVit_41.jpg]The St Wenceslas Chapel with the tomb of St Wenceslas is the spiritual centre of the cathedral with decorations that are unparalleled.
Today, St Vitus Cathedral is a popular tourist destination in Prague, attracting visitors from all over the world. This guidebook offers a comprehensive look into the cathedral's history, its architectural features, and the people who shaped it. It's the perfect companion for anyone wishing to explore the cathedral's hidden treasures and delve deeper into the fascinating history of the Czech Republic. Come along on a journey to discover the secrets of this magnificent landmark.

Timeline
 
929 Prince Wenceslas I, the Duke of Bohemia, built the Rotunda of St Vitus
1060-1096 Prince Spytihnev II built the Basilica of St Vitus, Wenceslas and Adalbert.
1344 King John of Luxembourg, along with his son, the future Emperor Charles IV, and Archbishop Arnošt of Pardubice, lay the cornerstone for the future cathedral.
1344 Charles IV invited the experienced builder Matthias of Arras from France to Prague to lead the construction.
1356 23 - year old but very talented Petr Parler from Swabia takes over the construction.
1373 The completion and decoration of the St Wenceslas Chapel and transferring the graves of Czech rulers to the cathedral.
1385 The presbytery was completed and vaulted.
1490-1493  The royal oratory for the Bohemian and Hungarian king Vladislav II of Jagiellonia was built.
1509 The northern tower foundation was laid.
 1541 A fire in the Prague Castle destroyed the western part of the cathedral and the unfinished northern tower. 
1561-1563 Boniface Wohlmut completed the main tower with the top floor and a roof in the shape of a helmet covered with copper sheet metal.
1770 The baroque tower helmet was upgraded with a new truss and roof covered with copper sheet metal and topped with a weather vane in the shape of the Bohemian lion.
1873-1929 Under the guidance of builders Josef Mocker and Kamil Hilbert, the western part of the cathedral with a pair of towers and the main entrance was completed.
￼[image: Arch Timeline.jpg]
Building development from the Rotunda to the Cathedral.
The position of the tomb of St Wenceslas (marked with a red cross) remained untouched during all the reconstructions.
 

Remarkable ARTWORKS
 
Gothic
Golden Gate Mosaic (11)
Tombstones of Czech Kings (6)
St Wenceslas chapel (10)
Royal Oratory (8)
Renaissance
Royal Mausoleum (3)
Baroque
Tombstone of st John of Nepomuk (7)
Sculpture gallery in the Cathedral Crossing (2)
Tombstone of st Sigismund (4)
19th and 20th century
Alphonse Mucha's glass painting window (1)
Tombstone of Karel IV (9)
 
 

List of Cathedral Highlights
Cathedral PLAN
 
1. Glass Painting of Alphonse Mucha
2. Cathedral Chancel
2.1. Sculpture Gallery
2.2. Choir Chapels Area
2.3. Triforium
2.3. Stained Glass Pictures
2.4. Tombstones in the choir
3. Royal Mausoleum
4. St Sigismund Chapel
5. Virgin Mary Chapel
6. Saxon Chapel
7. Tombstone of St John of Nepomuk
7.1. St John of Nepomuk
8. Royal Oratory
9. Royal Crypt
9.1. Sepulchre of Bohemian Kings
10. St Wenceslas' Chapel
10.1. Life of St Wenceslas
10.2. Interior of The Chapel
11. Golden Gate
11.1. Judgement Day Mosaic
 
our TIP: amazing views from the South Tower
We have selected the TOP 10 for you, but because the Royal Crypt is often closed, we have added one more target.
 

Cathedral PLAN￼[image: pudorys katedraly TOP 10 EN.jpg]

1. Glass Painting of Alphonse Mucha 
￼[image: SvatyVit_1.jpg]
Central Nave of the Cathedral.
When you enter the central nave of the cathedral, the second chapel on the left (north) side is the New￼
new archepiscopal chapel.mp3
 Archiepiscopal chapel. It is admired especially for Alphonse Mucha's stained glass painting window.  In addition to its artistic value, the crypt of the chapel serves as the final resting place for Prague archbishops. This tradition started in 1909 and continues to this day. The archiepiscopacy of Prague was established by Charles IV in 1344, and the construction of the cathedral was closely linked to this change. The first Prague archbishop, Arnošt of Pardubice (1297-1364), was a close friend and advisor of the king. He was also a great chancellor of Charles University, which was founded on 7 April 1348.
￼[image: SvatyVit_92.jpg]
Alphonse Mucha's stained glass painting window.
One of its most striking features is the stained glass painting created by Alphonse Mucha in 1931. Mucha was a renowned artist and one of the leading representatives of Art Nouveau at the turn of the 19th and 20th centuries. The glass painting tells a story and adds to the beauty of the chapel.
 
￼[image: SvatyVit_51.jpg]
Depiction of St Wenceslas and St Ludmila 
Saint Ludmila and her grandson, young Wenceslas, who would later become the patron saint of Bohemia, are figures of great significance in Czech history.
Ludmila played an important role in the spread of Christianity in the Czech lands. In the year 882, she and her husband, the first documented Přemyslid king Bořivoj, were baptized by St Methodius, who had introduced Christianity to the Slavic countries.
Tragically, Ludmila met an untimely end when her daughter-in-law, Drahomíra, had her strangled. The reasons behind this act are numerous, including jealousy caused by Ludmila's popularity and power struggles between supporters of pagan tradition and Christianity. Despite her tragic end, Ludmila is remembered as a significant figure in the history of Christianity in the Czech Republic.
see more about St Ludmila
￼[image: SvatyVit_50.jpg]
Depiction of St Cyril and St Methodius in the Glass Painting
In the 9th century, the Byzantine brothers St Cyril and St Methodius journeyed from Thessaloniki to Great Moravia with the aim of evangelizing the local Slavic population in their own language. Their mission was revolutionary, as up until then, Latin had been the exclusive language of the Church. The brothers are also credited with creating the Glagolitic script, which was used to write Old Church Slavonic, the liturgical language of the Slavs. Through their tireless work, the two saints became known as the "Apostles to the Slavs." One of the most significant moments in their ministry was the baptism of a pagan convert, which symbolized the spread of Christianity among the Slavs.
see more about St Cyril and Metodius
 
￼[image: SvatyVit_52.jpg]Depiction of the Daughter of A. Mucha in the Glass Painting
In the painting depicting the celebration of the Slavic nation, one of the girls depicted was a source of inspiration for the artist, who happened to be the painter's own daughter. The artwork in question is likely to be "The Slav Epic," a series of twenty monumental canvases painted by Alphonse Mucha between 1910 and 1928, which depict the history and mythology of the Slavic people.
Perhaps just for the sake of interest, we should add that the stained glass windows and other modern decoration of the cathedral were often sponsored by private companies and financial institutions. And that is why you will find the names of these donors, today we would say sponsors, on the stained glass windows in the neo-Gothic part of the cathedral.
 
 

2. Cathedral Chancel 
￼[image: SvatyVit_98.jpg]
Gothic Cathedral Chancel.￼
Cathedral Chancel.mp3
The chancel (presbytery) of the St Vitus Cathedral is one of the most remarkable places in the original Gothic part of the church. This view has been open to believers since the time of Charles IV. The cathedral was constructed by Matthias of Arras and completed by Petr Parler of Gmünd, following the model of French cathedrals such as Carcassone, Rodes, Narbonne, and Toulouse. Parler honed his building skills while working in Germany.
Originally, the triumphal arch was filled with a provisional wall, separating the completed Gothic part of the cathedral from the construction site. This wall was finally removed between the years 1923-1924.
￼[image: SvatyVit_29.jpg]
In the choir area, you'll be greeted by the stunning neo-Gothic high altar. Made of white sandstone and designed by Josef Kranner with modifications by Josef Mocker, this altar was constructed in 1868-1873 and features an impressive staircase.
 
2.1. Sculpture Gallery  
￼[image: SvatyVit_4.jpg]
Looking towards the west entrance, the marked centre of the cathedral in the pavement can be seen on the ground.
At the intersection of the main church nave and the chancel, as well as where the northern and southern crosswise naves meet, stand eight Baroque wooden statues of patrons of the Czech lands, adorned in gold plating, that originally stood on the pillars of the high choir. 
Designed by František Preiss and made by T. Becker in 1696, the statues depict St Vitus, St John of Nepomuk, St Sigismund, St Adalbert, St Ludmila, St Wenceslas, St Prokop and St Norbert. 
see more about depicted saints in List of SAINTS
￼[image: SvatyVit_53.jpg]
Baroque Statue of St Vitus.
According to historical records, the remains of St Vitus, whose connection to the consecration of the cathedral is of great importance, were given to the Czech prince Wenceslas as a gift by Emperor Henry the Fowler of the Saxon dynasty. St Vitus is believed to have lived in Sicily in the 3rd century and was subjected to severe torture for his faith, including being boiled in hot oil and liquid lead. Miraculously, he survived the torture and was only put to death by an executioner. A rooster standing by his feet is often depicted as an attribute of the saint, commemorating his beheading at the beginning of a new day.
see more about St Vitus
 
￼[image: pudorys kříž.jpg]
Imaginary Centre of the Cathedral
The Royal Mausoleum - burial ground, is located near the centre of the imaginary cross formed by the cathedral's four main points. This strategic placement situates it between the graves of some of the most significant saints in Czech history, including St Adalbert in the western main nave, the altar of St Sigismund in the northern chapel, the altar and grave of St Wenceslas in the southern chapel, and the altar of St Vitus located behind the cathedral's high altar.
￼[image: SvatyVit_97.jpg]
The marked centre of the cathedral in the pavement can be seen on the ground.
 
 
 
2.2. Choir Chapels Area 
￼[image: SvatyVit_8.jpg] 
View of the Gothic Part of the Cathedral from the Left Church Nave￼
Choir Chapels Area.mp3
Petr Parler was a master architect who incorporated innovative design elements into his Gothic structures, such as the use of perspective to create the illusion of space. He widened the arches towards the west in the Prague Cathedral presbytery, or choir, to visually lengthen the space.
In contrast to Parler's wider and more robust arches, his predecessor Matthias of Arras favoured narrow, pointed arches similar to lance tips, in the French style. Arras also preferred minimalist décor in his polygonal chapels. Together, their styles produced a stunning and harmonious Gothic masterpiece.
￼[image: SvatyVit_20.jpg]
Gallery on Ground Floor of Cathedral Close with a Circle of Chapels
As you make your way through the St Vitus Cathedral, be sure not to miss the awe-inspiring chapels that form a wreath behind the altar. These chapels, the work of the first cathedral builder, Matthias of Arras, are a testament to the incredible Gothic architecture of the time.
￼[image: pudorys chor katedraly.jpg]
1. St Sigismund Chapel
2. Old Sacristy
3. St Anne Chapel
4. Old Archbishops Chapel
5. St John the Baptist Chapel
6. Virgin Mary Chapel
7. Saxon Chapel
8. St John of Nepomuk Chapel
9. Waldstein Chapel
10. Royal Oratory
11. Holy Cross Chapel
12. Martinic Chapel
13. St Wenceslas' Chapel
 
 
 
2.3. Triforium
￼[image: SvatyVit_86.jpg]
The Interior (bottom) Triforium.￼
triforium.mp3
Above the heads of visitors to Prague Cathedral lies a remarkable architectural feature that sets it apart in the annals of world architecture - the interior triforium. The bottom triforium is adorned with 21 busts of individuals who played a vital role in the cathedral's construction. Among them are kings, archbishops, royal family members, builders, site managers, chroniclers, canons, and even animals, such as a dog and a cat. This arrangement is exceptional in the hierarchical medieval world.
The triforium was designed as a corridor above the arcade arches, below the upper windows of the high choir. Similar corridors are present in French cathedrals, but Petr Parler, the chief architect of Prague Cathedral, constructed this one as a narrow corridor in the most vulnerable section of the building, directly beneath the windows. The Prague Cathedral triforium is divided into vaulted fields, each adorned with a relief bust of one of the aforementioned individuals. This magnificent and unobtrusive memorial is unique in Gothic art, and it ensured that the builders of the cathedral would be remembered for all time.
Outside the cathedral, behind the windows and up high, is the upper or exterior triforium. This area is decorated with relief busts similar to those in the interior triforium, but it is reserved for celestial rulers - Jesus Christ and the Virgin Mary, along with terrestrial saints.
￼[image: SvatyVit_81.jpg]
Bust of King and Emperor Charles IV
Located in a prominent spot behind the high altar, the tomb of Emperor Charles IV is a significant feature in the Prague Cathedral. Widely regarded as the most famous king to sit on the Bohemian throne, Charles IV was the eleventh Bohemian king and the first to be crowned Holy Roman Emperor.
Wenceslaus, which was Charles' original name, was born 1316 to the heiress of the Přemyslid dynasty, Queen Elisabeth of Bohemia, and the Czech King John of Luxembourg in Prague . Charles IV was a learned and proactive ruler who skilfully wielded his power for the betterment of the country. He is credited with launching the construction of the cathedral, commissioning the Charles Bridge, establishing the first university beyond the Alps in Prague in 1348 - the Charles University, and overseeing the construction of Karlštejn castle and the New Town of Prague.
see more about Emperor Charles IV
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