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New from Mateo Guides — discover the places that captivated Dan Brown when writing his bestseller The Secret of Secrets.

Why This Guide?
When I visit historical sites 1.mp3
 
When I visit historical sites, I look for more than just a brief description. I look for a key to understand what I’m seeing. I want information that excites me, something I can grasp, something that gives a statue, a painting, or a cathedral a whole new dimension.
 
￼[image: IMG_2660.heic]
The Baroque Clementinum Library
 
For a long time, I faced the same problem. Guidebooks were either too brief, leaving me without context, or so dense that I got lost in the text. And let’s be honest—when you stand beneath the soaring vault of a cathedral, you want to look up and marvel, not stand with your head down, deciphering long paragraphs.
 
I decided to change that. In our studio, we created a next-generation audio-visual guide that blends honest history with modern technology.
 
 
￼[image: dabel.jpeg]
The Weeping Devil – detail of a herma on the plinth of one of the amazing sculptures on Charles Bridge.
 
 
What makes it unique? Depth and form.
Instead of dry data, we give you an experience.
	Walking across Charles Bridge? We won’t just tell you the names of the statues. We’ll introduce you to the dramatic lives of the saints, the fates of the sculptors, and even the patrons who paid for them.

	Following Mozart’s footsteps? We enhance the moment with music. At specific locations, you will hear the very masterpieces connected to them.

 
￼[image: IMG_4817.jpeg]
Apostles of the Prague Astronomical Clock waiting for their showtime. In our guide, you will learn who is who.
Our guides are filled with gripping stories of the people who shaped these places—from kings and saints to architects. The text is complemented by exclusive photography, offering glimpses into hidden corners you wouldn't easily capture yourself. 
 
🎧 And the best part?
So you can keep your eyes on the beauty around you, we have narrated the texts for you (in the GOLD and BLUE editions). Instead of reading from a screen, you can simply listen and immerse yourself in the atmosphere, often accompanied by period music.
 
I believe that with our guide, your visit to Prague will become truly unforgettable.
 
Lubor Matěj ￼[image: IMG_9017 (3).jpeg]
 
￼[image: SvatyVit_79.jpeg]
A rare view from the inaccessible gallery (Triforium) of the nave of St.Vitus Cathedral.
 
What you will find in our guides:
 
🎗️ Vivid stories: Profiles of rulers, saints, sculptors, and builders in historical context.
 
🎥 Exclusive photography: Revealing hidden or normally inaccessible places.
 
🎧 Audio: Voice narration (GOLD and BLUE editions).
 
🎼 Music: Tracks enhancing the atmosphere (selected titles).
 
🔷 User comfort: Optimized for reading and navigation on your phone screen.
 
Our guides will take you through both iconic and lesser-known places in Prague. You have surely visited Prague Castle or Charles Bridge. But we believe that this time, they will take on a completely new dimension for you. Just wait and see…
 
Did you know that Prague Castle is considered the largest inhabited castle complex in the world?
￼[image: IMG_2773 (2).jpeg]
View of the Prague Castle panorama from the gallery of the Klementinum astronomical tower.
Prague Castle with Music.mp3
🎧  Listen to an excerpt from the introductory chapter on Prague Castle:
 
 
Did you know that the Prague Astronomical Clock is the oldest functioning astronomical clock in the world?
￼[image: IMG_1838.jpeg]
The Prague Astronomical Clock (Prague Orloj)￼
Old town with music.mp3
In the Jewels of Prague guide: More than just a selfie we will take you through a labyrinth of streets to the iconic Old Town Square with its astronomical clock, where we will introduce you to all of its characters. We will also take a look inside the breathtaking Baroque library in Klementinum and take you to the mystical Old Jewish Cemetery. Listen to the attached sample.
 
Did you know that Charles Bridge represents the largest open-air gallery of sculptural works in the world?
￼[image: Karluv most depos small.jpeg]￼
Charles Bridge with Music.mp3
Do you know who is looking down at you from the pedestals? Charles Bridge is the most beautiful open-air gallery, but for most tourists, they are just "some statues." Not for you. Do you want to know which saint exchanged his heart with Christ, where the sword is hidden, and why a Turk is guarding the prison? A complete overview of all the statuaries, their authors, and mysterious donors can only be found in our guide  Who's Who on Charles Bridge. Listen to the attached sample.
 
Do you know where W.A. Mozart composed and premiered his most famous opera in Prague? 
￼[image: IMG_1143 (1).jpeg]
The interior of the Estates Theatre has witnessed four premieres of W. A. Mozart's works.￼
Mozart EN introduction with music .mp3
🎻 Fell in love with the movie Amadeus? Prague was Mozart's second home, and we will take you to where he created, loved, and had fun. Our unique musical guide is not just text – it is an experience. Walk through Prague with Mozart in your ears and discover the places where musical history was written. Listen to a sample of the guide W.A. Mozart – Prague Footsteps.
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What you'll find in this guide
 
￼[image: SvatyVit2-.jpeg]
Southwest view of the Cathedral
 
You have likely walked past the soaring spires of St. Vitus Cathedral before. But we believe that this time, the experience will take on a completely new dimension for you. With our guide, you won't just be looking—you will begin to truly see the details and connections that remain hidden from the average visitor.
Did you know...?
	What the cathedral’s full name is, and why it officially returned to its three patron saints after centuries?

	Which part of the cathedral is original medieval Gothic and which was completed as late as the 20th century?

	That the vaulting in the high choir was the very first system of its kind on the European continent?

	Exactly where the Czech Crown Jewels are hidden?

	That the restoration of the unique mosaic on the Golden Portal took five years and was only possible thanks to the American Getty Foundation?

	What makes this building so original that it stands apart from all other Gothic cathedrals of its time?



￼[image: SvatyVit_98.jpeg]
The cathedral’s high choir (chancel) was the first rib-vaulted structure on the European continent.
 
See Through the Eyes of an Insider
Our guide offers you more than 120 professional photographs, bringing you close to places that are usually inaccessible or difficult to see. You will be able to admire details that cannot be spotted from the cathedral floor:
	The Triforium (Inner Gallery): Take a look at the gallery of unique portrait busts—a "who’s who" of the 14th century, created by the genius of Peter Parler.

	Curiosities in Stone: We will show you the relief of a dog and a cat—a tiny detail in a sacred place that has occupied the imagination of art historians for decades.

	Modern Masters: View the stunning stained-glass windows by Alfons Mucha or Max Švabinský in extreme detail.

	A Silver Treasure: See the tomb of St. Adalbert, which contains a staggering 306 kg (675 lbs) of pure silver.

 
￼[image: SvatyVit_81.jpeg]
A bust of Charles IV by Petr Parléř, located on the triforium.
 
 
The Heart of the Cathedral: St. Wenceslas Chapel
To show you how our guide reveals hidden layers of history, we focus on the most sacred spot in the entire church. In the St. Wenceslas Chapel, you will learn to read the space like an open book:
💎 1,345 Gemstones: The jasper and amethyst slabs covering the walls are not just decoration; we will explain the deep liturgical symbolism behind them.
🗝️ The Seven Locks: We will show you the door that can only be opened when the seven keyholders of the republic gather together.
🧱 A 1,000-Year Constant: Discover why the tomb of St. Wenceslas is the only thing in the entire castle that has never moved from its spot since the 10th century.
👤 A True Likeness: Meet the statue of St. Wenceslas, whose features—according to anthropological research—match the actual face of the saint.
 
￼[image: St Wenceslas statue.jpeg]
A Gothic statue of Saint Wenceslas in the Chapel of Saint Wenceslas.
 
A Next-Generation Audio-Visual Experience
We designed this guide to support you on the ground without getting in your way.
🎧 Freedom to Listen: In the GOLD and BLUE editions, every chapter includes audio commentary. You can listen to the stories of kings and master builders while your eyes are free to explore the Gothic vaults above.
📱 Optimized for Mobile: The design is perfectly tailored for comfortable reading and navigation on your smartphone screen.
🎗️ Profiles of Personalities: We have prepared biographies of over 40 figures who breathed life into the cathedral over the centuries.
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Stained glass by Alfons Mucha depicting St. Ludmila with her grandson, St. Wenceslas
 
Experience the most significant landmark in Central Europe like never before. Your journey into the secrets of St. Vitus Cathedral starts here.

User Guide
From each heading there is a shortcut to the list.
 
Colour coding in a text
Saints - red
Builders and Artists - light blue
rulers (Donors) - green
 
🎧 Our guide was created in EPUB 3 format, which supports audio narration. Native readers such as Apple Books or Google Play Books work without any issues. 
⚠️ We recommend that Android users verify that they have the latest version of the operating system and, consequently, the latest version of their e-reader app. For third-party e-reader apps, we recommend always testing whether they are EPUB-3 compatible.

INTRODUCTION￼
Intro Cathedral.mp3
 
Located in the heart of Prague's Castle District, the Cathedral of St Vitus, Wenceslas and Adalbert, also known as St Vitus Cathedral, is much more than just a building. It is a symbol of the rich history of the Czech Republic, spanning centuries of wars, peace treaties, and political upheavals. This majestic Gothic masterpiece has witnessed the coronation of kings, the birth of a new era, and the restoration of a nation's spirit. The intricate architecture and artistic masterpieces within its walls are a testament to the human creativity and devotion that have flourished throughout the ages.
 
￼[image: SvatyVit2-5.jpeg]
South-west view of the Cathedral.
The history of St Vitus Cathedral is as rich and complex as the history of the Czech Republic itself. The cathedral's origins date back to the 10th century when Wenceslaus I, the Duke of Bohemia, founded a Romanesque rotunda on the site. The rotunda was replaced by a larger basilica in the 11th century, which was then replaced by the current Gothic structure in the 14th century. 
Throughout the centuries, the cathedral underwent several reconstructions that saw the involvement of numerous architects, artists, and rulers. Emperor Charles IV, who is widely regarded as the cathedral's greatest patron, commissioned the construction of the New Archiepiscopal Palace and the Wenceslaus Chapel, which became the final resting place of the country's patron saint. The cathedral's history is also intertwined with the reign of Emperor Rudolf II, who contributed significantly to the cathedral's artistic adornments.
￼[image: SvatyVit_41.jpg]The St Wenceslas Chapel with the tomb of St Wenceslas is the spiritual centre of the cathedral with decorations that are unparalleled.
Today, St Vitus Cathedral is a popular tourist destination in Prague, attracting visitors from all over the world. This guidebook offers a comprehensive look into the cathedral's history, its architectural features, and the people who shaped it. It's the perfect companion for anyone wishing to explore the cathedral's hidden treasures and delve deeper into the fascinating history of the Czech Republic. Come along on a journey to discover the secrets of this magnificent landmark.

Timeline
 
929 Prince Wenceslas I, the Duke of Bohemia, built the Rotunda of St Vitus
1060-1096 Prince Spytihnev II built the Basilica of St Vitus, Wenceslas and Adalbert.
1344 King John of Luxembourg, along with his son, the future Emperor Charles IV, and Archbishop Arnošt of Pardubice, lay the cornerstone for the future cathedral.
1344 Charles IV invited the experienced builder Matthias of Arras from France to Prague to lead the construction.
1356 23 - year old but very talented Petr Parler from Swabia takes over the construction.
1373 The completion and decoration of the St Wenceslas Chapel and transferring the graves of Czech rulers to the cathedral.
1385 The presbytery was completed and vaulted.
1490-1493  The royal oratory for the Bohemian and Hungarian king Vladislav II of Jagiellonia was built.
1509 The northern tower foundation was laid.
 1541 A fire in the Prague Castle destroyed the western part of the cathedral and the unfinished northern tower. 
1561-1563 Boniface Wohlmut completed the main tower with the top floor and a roof in the shape of a helmet covered with copper sheet metal.
1770 The baroque tower helmet was upgraded with a new truss and roof covered with copper sheet metal and topped with a weather vane in the shape of the Bohemian lion.
1873-1929 Under the guidance of builders Josef Mocker and Kamil Hilbert, the western part of the cathedral with a pair of towers and the main entrance was completed.
￼[image: Arch Timeline.jpg]
Building development from the Rotunda to the Cathedral.
The position of the tomb of St Wenceslas (marked with a red cross) remained untouched during all the reconstructions.
 
 

TOP 5 Highlights
Map of Highlights
1. St Wenceslas' Chapel 
2. Golden Gate Mosaic 
3. Tombstone of St John of Nepomuk 
4. Royal Oratory 
5. Royal Crypt 
 
Our tip: amazing views from the South Tower
 
 

Map of Higlights
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Remarkable ARTWORKS
 
Gothic
Golden Gate Mosaic (3)
Tombstones of Czech Kings (10)
St Wenceslas chapel (16)
Royal Oratory (14)
Renaissance
Royal Mausoleum (7)
Music Choir (5)
Baroque
Tombstone of st John of Nepomuk (12)
Sculpture gallery in the Cathedral Crossing (6)
Tombstone of st Sigismund (8)
19th and 20th century
Alphonse Mucha's glass painting window (3)
Altar of Frantisek Bilek (4)
Tombstone of Karel IV (15)
The Judgement Day Stained-Glass Window (17)
 
 
 
 

INTERIOR
Interior PLAN
1. Central Nave
2. Chapel of St Agnes
3. New Archiepiscopal Chapel
3.1. Glass Painting of A.Mucha
4. New Treasury
5. Music Choir
6. Cathedral Chancel
6.1. Sculpture Gallery
6.2. Imaginary Centre
6.3. Triforium
6.4. Stained Glass Pictures
7. Royal Mausoleum
8. St Sigismund Chapel
9. Choir Chapels Area
9.1. Choir chapels
9.2. Old Sacristy
9.3. Baroque Confessional
9.4. Tombstones in the choir
10. Virgin Mary Chapel
11. Saxon Chapel
12. Tombstone of St John of Nepomuk
12.1. St John of Nepomuk
12.2. Saint’s Tongue
13. Chapel of St Marie Magdalene
14. Royal Oratory
15. Royal Crypt
15.1. Sepulchre of Bohemian Kings
16. St Wenceslas' Chapel
16.1. Life of St Wenceslas
16.2. Interior of The Chapel
17. South Cathedral Gallery
18. St Ludmila's Chapel

Interior PLAN￼[image: pudorys katedraly interier EN.jpg]

1. Central Nave
￼[image: SvatyVit_1.jpeg]
Central Nave of the Cathedral.￼
central nave.mp3
 
In the distance, if you direct your gaze eastward towards the remote presbytery, you'll behold the original Gothic section of the cathedral. It was erected under the patronage of Emperor Charles IV by Matthias of Arras and Petr Parler. This Medieval part of the cathedral was once separated from the rest by a provisional wall where the current blackened square sandstone masonry blocks are located.
￼[image: St Adalbert tombstone.jpeg]
Tombstone of St. Adalbert installed in 2019.
Within the neo-Gothic western section of the cathedral, here above the grave of St Adalbert is a sculpture of St Adalbert, St Radla and St Radim. The sculpture is meant to depict the moment of the resurrection of St Adalbert, witnessed by his teacher, Benedictine Radla, and St Radim, the future first Polish archbishop.
 However, the history of the sculpture's creation was not at all simple. In 1937, the Association for the Completion of St Vitus Cathedral announced a sculpture competition for the tombstone of St Adalbert. The sculptor Karla Vobišová - Žáková, who is considered to be the first Czech woman sculptor and who worked on models until 1947, was commissioned to realise the tombstone. After the communists came to power, this project was thwarted and the sculptor's family preserved the plaster models, which were exhibited in 1997 on the occasion of the millennium of St Adalbert. Even then, however, the statues were never realised. It was only in 2017 that the plaster models were restored at the Academy of Fine Arts in the studio of Professor Petr Siegel and cast into a silver sculpture in two years. The weight of the silver used is 306 kg.
Adalbert, a member of the Bohemian Slavnik family, served as the second bishop of Prague in the 10th century. He left to propagate Christian faith in a remote pagan territory after disputes with the Prince. Adalbert met his end through martyrdom and death in 997.
see more about St Adalbert
￼[image: SvatyVit_88.jpg]
Central nave from Triforium.
￼[image: SvatyVit_78.jpeg]
Rosette in Neo-Gothic Western Front of the Cathedral.
When you turn around, a beautiful rosette window is sure to catch your attention. Measuring an impressive 10.5 meters in diameter, the artwork was designed by the multi-talented painter and designer František Kysela in 1921. Kysela was known for his work in theater stage design and industrial design, in addition to his painting. The rosette is a remarkable piece of art and adds to the beauty and grandeur of the cathedral's facade.
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function stringWithId(stringId) {
    switch (stringId) {
        case "Pause Audio": return "Pozastavit zvuk";
        case "Play Audio": return "Přehrát audio";
    }
    return stringId;
}

class AudioPlayer {
    constructor(audioElement) {
        var audioParentElement = audioElement.parentElement;
        audioElement.controls = false;
        var adhocElement = document.createElement("adhoc");
        this.buttonRadius = 30;
        this.svgMargin = 3;
        this.progressRadius = 25;
        this.svgRadius = this.buttonRadius - this.svgMargin;
        adhocElement.innerHTML = `<span class="audio-button-start" role="button"><span class="audio-button-centrator"><svg class="audio-button-progress-svg" viewBox="-${this.svgRadius} -${this.svgRadius} ${2*this.svgRadius} ${2*this.svgRadius}" style="width:${2*this.svgRadius}px;height:${2*this.svgRadius}px;" xmlns="http://www.w3.org/2000/svg">
            <g class="svg-contents" stroke-width="2" fill="transparent">
                <circle class="full-circle" cx="0" cy="0" r="${this.progressRadius}" stroke="#707070"/>
                <g stroke="white">
                    <path class="progress" d=""/>
                    <circle class="complete" cx="0" cy="0" r="${this.progressRadius}"/>
                </g>
            </g>
        </svg></span></span>`;
        this.audioButtonElement = adhocElement.getElementsByClassName("audio-button-start")[0];
        this.audioButtonElement = adhocElement.removeChild(this.audioButtonElement);
        this.svgElement = this.audioButtonElement.getElementsByClassName("svg-contents")[0];
        this.svgElement.style.display = 'none';
        this.pathElement = this.svgElement.getElementsByClassName("progress")[0];
        this.pathElement.style.display = 'none';
        this.completeElement = this.svgElement.getElementsByClassName("complete")[0];
        this.completeElement.style.display = 'none';
        
        audioParentElement.insertBefore(this.audioButtonElement, audioElement);
        this.audioElement = audioParentElement.removeChild(audioElement);
        this.audioButtonElement.appendChild(this.audioElement);
        
        this.audioButtonElement.onclick = this.onButtonClick.bind(this);
        this.audioElement.onended = this.onAudioEnded.bind(this);
        this.audioElement.ontimeupdate = this.onTimeUpdate.bind(this);

        this.StateEnum = {
        AtStart: 'AtStart',
        Playing: 'Playing',
        Paused: 'Paused',
        };

        this.state = this.StateEnum.AtStart;
        this.progress = 0;
        this.updatePlayerLook();
    }
    
    updatePlayerLook() {
        
        switch (this.state) {
            case this.StateEnum.AtStart:
            {
                this.audioButtonElement.className = "audio-button-start";
                this.svgElement.style.display = 'none';
                break;
            }
            case this.StateEnum.Playing:
            {
                this.audioButtonElement.className = "audio-button-pause";
                this.svgElement.style.display = 'unset';
                break;
            }
            case this.StateEnum.Paused:
            {
                this.audioButtonElement.className = "audio-button-resume";
                this.svgElement.style.display = 'unset';
                break;
            }
        }
        
        this.audioButtonElement.setAttribute("aria-label", this.audioButtonAriaLabel());
    }
    
    audioButtonAriaLabel() {
        var isPlaying = this.state == this.StateEnum.Playing;
        var ariaLabel = isPlaying ? AudioPlayer.pauseString() : AudioPlayer.playString();
        var axDescription = this.audioElement.getAttribute("aria-label");
        if (axDescription.length > 0) {
            ariaLabel += ", " + axDescription;
        }
        return ariaLabel;
    }
    
    onAudioEnded() {
        this.audioElement.currentTime = 0;
        this.state = this.StateEnum.AtStart;
        this.updatePlayerLook();
    }
    
    onButtonClick() {
        switch (this.state) {
            case this.StateEnum.AtStart:
            {
                this.state = this.StateEnum.Playing;
                this.audioElement.play();
                break;
            }
            case this.StateEnum.Playing:
            {
                this.state = this.StateEnum.Paused;
                this.audioElement.pause();
                break;
            }
            case this.StateEnum.Paused:
            {
                this.state = this.StateEnum.Playing;
                this.audioElement.play();
                break;
            }
        }
        this.updatePlayerLook();
    }
    
    onTimeUpdate() {
        var newProgress = this.audioElement.currentTime / this.audioElement.duration;
        if (Math.abs(newProgress - this.progress) > 0.001) {
            var minFraction = 0.01;
            if (Math.abs(1.0 - newProgress) < minFraction) {
                // Practically a full circle.
                this.completeElement.style.display = 'unset';
                this.pathElement.style.display = 'none';
            } else {
                this.pathElement.style.display = 'unset';
                this.completeElement.style.display = 'none';
                var pathData = '';
                var radius = this.progressRadius;
                if (newProgress >= minFraction) {
                    // If < minFraction, the arc is very small - no need to draw it.
                    var startX = 0;
                    var startY = -radius;
                    var endAngle = (newProgress - 0.25) * ( 2 *Math.PI);
                    var endX = radius * Math.cos(endAngle);
                    var endY = radius * Math.sin(endAngle);
                    //A rx ry x-axis-rotation large-arc-flag sweep-flag x y
                    var largeArc = newProgress > 0.5 ? 1 : 0;
                    pathData = "M "+ startX + " " + startY + " A "+ radius + " "+ radius + " 0 " + largeArc + " 1 "+ endX + " " + endY;
                }
                this.pathElement.setAttribute("d", pathData);
            }
            this.progress = newProgress;
        }
    }
    
    static playString() {
        return stringWithId('Play Audio');
    }
    
    static pauseString() {
        return stringWithId('Pause Audio');
    }

    static loadInstances() {
        var audioElementArray = Array.prototype.slice.call(document.getElementsByTagName("audio"));
        audioElementArray.forEach(function(audioElement) {
                                  new AudioPlayer(audioElement);
                                  });
    }
}


function Body_onLoad() {
    AudioPlayer.loadInstances();
}
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