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What Makes Our Guides Unique?
￼[image: P7280114.jpeg]
Apostles of the Prague Astronomical Clock waiting for their showtime.
There are guidebooks that are brief, and there are guidebooks that are exhaustive. 
The first kind will tell you the name of an attraction, but without context, this information might not be particularly exciting. 
The second type provides exhaustive details, which you typically have to search for in lengthy passages of text. And when you're actually at the site, you'd rather take in the sights than pore over pages of a guidebook.
So we created a guidebook that solves this dilemma.
We've crafted a guidebook filled not only with facts but also with stories of rulers, saints, builders and artists, as well as descriptions of selected works of art. We've included truly breathtaking photographs that you won't be able to capture yourself. All of this is wrapped in an attractive visual style with a comfortable and user-friendly interface, including a smartphone screen. 
And the cherry on top: in Gold and Blue editions we've added an audio commentary for each location, ensuring that your sightseeing experience is both informative and enjoyable.
In the guide Mozart's footsteps, each place is also accompanied by musical compositions.
 
❓Did you know that Prague Castle is also the largest ancient castle in the world and surpasses even the English Windsor as the largest inhabited castle?
￼[image: SvatyVit2-.jpeg]
The true jewel of Prague is St. Vitus Cathedral.
Prague Castle, the most prominent Czech castle, and Charles Bridge, the iconic structure of Prague, hold a special place in the heart of the city and its history. Prague Castle, with its rich heritage dating back to the 9th century, has been a residence for Czech princes, kings, and even the Emperor of the Holy Roman Empire. It is considered the largest castle complex in Europe and one of the largest in the world. 
 
❓Did you know that Charles Bridge is the largest open-air sculpture gallery in the world?
￼[image: Karluv most depos small.jpg]
With more than 50 sculptures, Charles Bridge is the most beautiful open-air gallery in the world.
On Charles Bridge, you will encounter a unique outdoor gallery featuring over 30 sculptures and 70 figures. Each statue has its own story and significance, from the famous statue of Saint John of Nepomuk to the intriguing Turk sculpture guarding Christian captives. 
These sculptures, often serving as intercessors for specific situations in life, add an extra layer of meaning and fascination to your visit.
❓Did you know that the statue of Saint John of Nepomuk has been replicated over 60,000 times around the world?￼[image: St John of Nepomuk.jpeg]
In all corners of the world you can see a copy of this statue of St. John of Nepomuk from the Charles Bridge.
 
 
❓Did you know where did Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart compose his most famous opera?
￼[image: IMG_6497.jpeg]
The Nostic Theatre has witnessed four premieres of works by Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart.
In the guide Mozart and Prague we take you to the places associated with Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart's Prague sojourns. In addition to audio commentaries, this chapter is also accompanied by Mozart's wonderful music. The most famous such place is undoubtedly the Estates Theatre, the site of his glorious premieres. The most successful one here was definitely Mozart's best work, the opera Don Giovanni.
Listen more in this excerpt with musical accompaniment.￼
Don Giovani M EN .mp3
 
￼[image: IMG_1143 (1).jpeg]
The interior of the Estates Theatre ( previous Nostic Theatre ).
The Estates Theatre still has Mozart's works in its repertoire as you can see Miroslav Huptych's temporary curtain for the opera The Magic Flute. Listen to the popular aria Papagena. 
🎼 The Magic Flute,
 Pa-pa-pa-pa-pa-pa-papageno￼
Papageno short.mp3
Almost 200 years later Mozart's famous premieres the interior of this theatre became the setting for the Oscar-winning film Amadeus. Our guides will also take you to other magical film locations of this amazing movie. In the next picture you can see Mozart's "film" house on Hradčany Square. 
￼[image: IMG_6693 (1).jpeg]
Kanovnická 2 street, Wolfgang and Konstance's film house
Our guides contain hundreds of stunning images that you can't take yourself, bringing you closer to the hard-to-reach highlights of the cathedral or Prague Astronomical Clock. You'll be able to appreciate in detail the beauty.
￼[image: SvatyVit_98.jpeg]
Original Gothic part of the St Vitus Cathedral at Prague Castle is just amazing.
Let us guide you through the rich history, art, and legends of Prague, making your walk more enjoyable and meaningful.
￼[image: Bazilika3.jpeg]
The Romanesque chancel of the Basilica St George at Prague Castle.
Our guides has also been designed to be read on a smartphone screen. We've included easy-to-use navigation, many additional links that function as buttons in mobile apps make navigation very simple and each underlined text link leads to a different section of the guide.  
Key features of our guides:
🎗️ Medallions of rulers, saints, sculptors, builders and artists associated with the featured works
 🎥 Hundreds of amazing photos that also show hidden or inaccessible treasures
 🎧 Audio commentaries for a fully immersive experience (GOLD Edition)
 🎼 Music tracks (Mozart & Prague, Jewels of Prague)
 🔷 Sleek and modern design, optimised for easy access on your smartphone screen
Experience the wonder and beauty of Prague like never before with our immersive smartphone-friendly guide. 
Get ready to embark on an unforgettable journey through time, art, and captivating stories. With our guidebooks in hand, you'll have all the information you need to fully appreciate these extraordinary landmarks and create memories that will last a lifetime.
 
Whether you're a first-time visitor or a seasoned Prague traveler, our guidebook is perfect for you.
 
 
 
￼[image: SvatyVit_79.jpeg]
A rare view from the inaccessible gallery (Triforium) of the nave of St.Vitus Cathedral.
Take a look also at other titles from the Mateo Guides, edition, such as those with a comprehensive description of Prague Castle or the guide that introduces the characters of the Charles Bridge in an original way. Don't overlook our most popular guide to all the places where Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart stayed in Prague, composed, gave concerts or just had fun. And if you don't know which one, try the audio-visual guide Jewels of Prague, which will take you around Prague like never before.
￼[image: EN product line Charles Bridge.jpg]

What can you find in this guide?
￼[image: iphone screen EN.jpg]
 
 
About Charles Bridge
Charles Bridge is an icon, possibly the most famous building work in Central Europe, and an unmistakable image known almost everywhere in the world, along with the panorama of Prague Castle. Thanks, not only to filmmakers. Charles Bridge is the most beautiful and most likely the biggest outdoor gallery. 
In the 30 sculptures you can find here, there are more than 70 different figures. The aim of this guide is to help you avoid becoming overwhelmed by the sheer number of sculptures and instead make an informed decision that is both simple and satisfying.
 
Key Features:
🎗️ Medallions of all saints, sculptors and donors associated with the featured works
 🎥 More than 120 amazing photos that also show hidden or inaccessible treasures
 🎧 Audio commentaries for a fully immersive experience (Gold and Blue Edition)
 🔷 Sleek and modern design, optimised for easy access on your smartphone screen
	You are probably familiar with Saint John of Nepomuk, the subject of the most famous statue on Charles Bridge, after which more than 60,000 copies have been made around the world. By the way, did you know that this saint did not actually live the life of a saint at all and did not die as a martyr for the faith?
 You can't miss his statue, there will always be groups of tourists in front of it. But will you find a depiction of Saint Wenceslaus, known from the carol Good King Wenceslas? He's even here three times. Saint Wenceslas is the most important patron saint of the Czech lands. 
 
￼[image: Turk on St Ivan and Trinitarians.jpeg]
The figure of Turk is one of the most popular statues not only among children.
But it is not him who is the most popular statue on this bridge for domestic visitors, ironically it is the Turk, who guards the Christian captives. You can find it on the sculpture locals call  the Turk on the Prague Bridge. You will also understand the meaning of the proverb "He stood there like a Turk on the (Prague) Bridge" if you see it.
Most of the characters on the bridge are saints and as you probably know, they can be your intercessors as patron saints in specific situations in life. If things are going poorly at home, you can't find your keys, or you're at a loss for what to do, perhaps you would  want to know which of the saints here you can turn to for assistance. 
For instance, Saint Anthony of Padua is a powerful intercessor for finding lost items and the patron saint of happy marriages, both of which are frequently helpful. If you have come from far away, Saint Christopher is the patron saint of travellers and drivers. And if you are truly helpless, Saint Jude Thaddeus is ready to assist you in hopeless situations.
￼[image: St Christopher head.jpeg]
Saint Christopher carrying the baby Jesus is the patron saint of all those who travel.
This, and much more vital information, can be found here, making your walk much more enjoyable.  But you don't have to read it all; with our help, you can quickly find sculptures that appeal to you. Some of the saints will be familiar to you from home, and some may even share your first name. You might also be able to choose one whose help you would like. You just have to choose who you give your attention to.
￼[image: St Jude Thaddeus head.jpeg] 
Saint Jude Thaddeus will help in hopeless situations.
You can read about the saints' colourful, frequently very adventurous lives in our guide. You can learn about the incredibly prolific artists who created these sculptures in their sculpture workshops, as well as the donors themselves. We tried to find something interesting, unique, and sometimes even slightly exciting for each of them, so that you don't them confused with each other, but above all, so that your walk is enjoyable.
This guide has also been designed to be read on a smartphone screen. The guide's many interactive links make it simpler to navigate, and for added convenience, 50 audio commentaries has been added too. Check out one of them, the amazing story of Saint Christopher:￼
Christopher legend.mp3
	
 
￼[image: St John of Nepomuk's halo.jpeg] 
A unique attribute of St. John of Nepomuk is a halo with five stars.
 
We believe that with this guide, your walk across the Charles Bridge will be an unforgettable experience, and you will not become bored, as the Turk in our most popular sculpture here did. Enjoy it! 
￼[image: Charles Bridge 4.jpeg]
Over the bridge from the Lesser Town to the Old Town.
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User guide
The sculptures are numbered from the Old Town Bridge Tower. If you look at Prague Castle, odd numbers have the sculptures standing on the left, even numbers have the sculptures standing on the right.
Each underlined text is interactive, with a link that leads to related text elsewhere in the guide.From each headline (e.g. St Ivo) there is a shortcut to the List of Sculptures.
Colour coding:
yellow - sculptures and attributes
purple- statues/saints, patron saint, attributes, feast day & canonisation
blue - authors/sculptors 
green - donors/patron/benefactor
Three shortcuts statue , sculptor and  donor are given at the beginning and at the end of the description of each statue. If the shortcut refers to more than one name, these names are also added as interactive link.
Bullets:
✧ lists highlights
[image: bullet] lists interesting curiosities, facts, context
 
Our guidebook was made in EPUB 3 format, allowing you to enjoy the added audio files seamlessly. The e-book works flawlessly in native Apple Books and also in native Google Play Books.
⚠️For Android users we recommend ensuring that you have the latest version of the app for the best experience. If you prefer a different EPUB 3 reader, we have tested our guidebook on various platforms and can recommend Aldiko Next as a reliable and free option.

Introduction
Charles Bridge is a unique work of art, Gothic from below, Baroque from above, just like Prague, a Baroque city on a medieval plan. 
It was begun by the Roman Emperor and Czech King Charles IV in 1357. However, the construction took almost half a century, so even his son Wenceslas IV, who continued the construction, did not live to see its complete completion.
 ￼[image: Charles Bridge from river.jpeg]
Charles Bridge from the river Vltava.
It was not until the early 18th century that the bridge took on its iconic form as a gallery of Baroque sculptures. For the first two hundred years, there were no sculptures on it except for the cross. The reign of George of Podbrady was an exception, as it was decorated with his equestrian statue. On the other hand, the Gothic Old Town Bridge Tower, of which only one side has survived, has a rich history of sculpture. This was due to the fact that the tower, as a triumphal arch, was originally intended to serve the emperor primarily as a symbol, but later played a role in the city's defence.
￼[image: StaromestskaMosteckaVez1.jpeg]
Old Town Bridge Tower from Křížovnické náměstí (Cross Square).
Today, we can admire over 30 sculptures on the bridge, two-thirds of which date back to the Baroque period. The remaining third are works created mainly in the 19th century as replacements for objects that succumbed to floods or the periodic climatic fluctuations of our temperate zone.
The original gallery of Baroque sculptures on Charles Bridge has a perfect international overlap. The statues of Czech, Spanish, Italian, French or Flemish saints were created by the hands of mostly German sculptors, but they worked all their lives in the Czech lands. Without one Prague councillor of Italian origin, who was a great Czech patriot, not all Czech patrons would be represented on the bridge.
 
￼[image: View from the 4th pillar.jpeg]
View of the sculpture of St. Ludmilla with little St. Wenceslas on the Old Town Bridge Tower.
The floods destroyed the bridge three times in total, once even taking four arches, including the sculptural decoration (1432).
The bridge was also the site of fierce battles, probably its greatest test was during the Thirty Years' War, when the Swedish army tried to conquer the Old Town of Prague. Thanks to the Old Town Bridge Tower equipped with a portcullis (heavy vertically closing gate), it failed, but the Swedish cannons built on the bridge managed to strip the tower of all sculptural decoration on that side.  
￼[image: Charles Bridge from Lesser Town bank.jpeg]
Charles Bridge from the bank of the Lesser Town.
The name of Charles Bridge was originally the Stone Bridge in the 19th century, when the Czech writer, journalist, and politician Karel Havlíček Borovský suggested renaming it as part of the Czech national revival.
Of course, there was a lot of traffic on the bridge until the middle of the 20th century, starting with the horse-drawn railway and ending with automobiles.
 
 

Historic milestones
1159  the beginning of the construction of Judith's Bridge, the predecessor of Charles Bridge, which was built by the second Czech king Vladislav II. 
1342 the flood destroyed most of the arches of the Judith Bridge
1357 Emperor Charles IV begins the construction of the "stone bridge", which takes almost 50 years, but was not fully completed until 1503. 
1378  a funeral procession carrying the body of Emperor Charles IV walks across the unfinished bridge.
1393 the dead body of the martyred Johánek of Pomuk is thrown from the bridge into the Vltava, who in his "second life" becomes one of the most popular saint known as St John of Nepomuk.
1432 flood destroyed four arches, repair takes ten years
1458 on the bridge there is an equestrian statue of the Czech King George of Poděbrady 
1588  a bear runs across the bridge, people flee in panic and hide, the beast escapes from the enclosure of a nearby monastery
1621 the heads of the executed leaders of the Estates Uprising were hung in the vault of the Old Town Bridge Tower
1648 ⚔︎ The Swedish army destroyed the sculptural decoration of the western facade of the Old Town Bridge Tower by shelling, but it resisted all attacks and prevented the occupation of the Old Town.
1683 the first statue was erected, it was of the future St John of Nepomuk
1700 27 sculptures are installed over the next 14 years
1723 regulation of begging on the bridge: "... especially poor students must not be too intrusive in soliciting charity..“
1784 the flood again damaged the bridge and with it the sculptural decoration, the watchtower standing on the 6th pillar fell into the raging Vltava River, along with five officers, only one was saved
1821 the route of the first horse omnibus runs along the bridge, leading from Old Town Square to Lesser Town Square
1848 ⚔︎ the bridge is being fought on again after two centuries, but the so-called Pentecost storm does not last long and the damage is not great
1870  the bridge will be named Charles Bridge, the brainchild of Czech writer and journalist Karel Havlíček Borovský.
1890 a flood at the end of this summer tore off the timber rafts moored on the quay and the floating pile of timber then leaned against the bridge arches, three of which could not withstand the onslaught; intensive repairs took two years
1905 the first electrified tram runs over the bridge, the power lines are placed in the bridge deck after protests, but the operation is stopped after three years for fear of damaging this monument, it is restored only in 1932
1965 ⛔️ ban on all motor vehicles and the start of an overhaul lasting 13 years
2007 extensive repair of the bridge deck, railings and cladding started
 
Continuous restoration and gradual replacement of individual sculptures with their copies is currently underway.

TOP 5 sculptures
We have chosen five sculptures that you should not miss. Each of them is unique in some way, and you've probably met a few of them. Here they are:
 
1 The Most Famous 
 
2 The Most Beautiful
 
3 The Most Popular 
 
4 The Most Original
 
5 The Oldest One
 
All these attributes are fulfilled at once by another work of the Charles Bridge - the Old Town Bridge Tower. It is not only the defensive tower of the Old Town, but also the triumphal arch of the Roman Emperor Charles IV. It is richly decorated with a number of sculptures belonging more to sacral buildings and is considered one of the most beautiful Gothic structures in Europe. If you have to start somewhere, start here.
￼[image: MAP TOP 5.jpg]
Map of TOP 5 sculptures
1 The Most Famous￼[image: St John of Nepomuk 1.jpg] 
The most famous sculpture is the iconic statue of St John of Nepomuk.
✧The most famous and also the most widespread Czech saint in terms of the number of sculptural works worldwide.
✧This bronze statue has become the model for more than 60 thousands of statues of John of Nepomuk around the world.
✧The erection of this statue began the rich sculptural decoration of the Charles Bridge
❗️Read or listen to one of the most amazing stories about Saint John of Nepomuk, who did not live as a saint and did not die for the faith as a martyr, yet after his death he became one of the most popular intercessors among saints around the world.
❗️Meet the creators of this famous sculpture, copied all over the world, Matthias Rauchmüller and Jan Brokoff .
❗️Discover also the adventurous story of the donor and one of the first venerators of this saint, a Czech nobleman Matthias Gottfried Wunschwitz, who was kidnapped as a boy into Turkish slavery, but managed to escape thanks to prayers to the not yet sainted John of Nepomuk. 
 
You can find it on the eighth pillar with the number 16 on the Orientation Map 
 
2 The Most Beautiful￼[image: St Lutgardis.jpeg]
The sculpture of St Lutgardis is the most impressive and artistically valuable work. 
✧ The Dream of St Lutgardis (also The Vision of St Lutgarde) is the most valuable work of art on Charles Bridge and one of the most important Baroque sculptures ever.
✧ The first work of the young, hitherto unknown Matthias Bernard Braun, one of the best sculptors of the High Baroque
 
❗️Read or listen to the fantastic story of the life of the Flemish nun Saint Lutgardis , known for her shocking but moving mystical visions, as when Christ gives her his heart or offers her his blood, as the subject of this sculpture. 
❗️Discover the other works of Matthias Bernard Braun,, here on the Charles Bridge.
❗️Meet the patron of this work, an admirable personality, Eugen Tyttl , the abbot of the richest monastery in the Czech lands, which was built by the famous architect Jan Santini Aichel as a unique technical work to this day. The building of the monastery stands on 5100 stakes in a marshy terrain. (Check out our popular titul full of stunning photos Jan Blažej Santini Aichl - a Czech baroque-gothic genius)  
You can find it on the twelfth pillar with the number 23 on the Orientation Map
 
   
3 The Most Popular￼[image: St Ivan and Trinitarians.jpeg]
The sculpture known as the Turk on the Prague Bridge is officially named the sculpture of  Sts John of Matha, Felix of Valois and Ivan and is probably the most popular statue on the Charles Bridge.
✧This monumental work, rich in characters and animals, is particularly popular with children, and in the Czech environment, adults are familiar with the expression "He stood there like a Turk on the Prague Bridge".
✧It depicts the Bohemian saint St Ivan together with the founders of the Trinitarian Order, with whom they share only a hermit life and attributes in the form of a forest animal 
✧The sculpture included a treasure box - at the time of its creation, when the threat to Christian Europe from the followers of Islam was still topical, this sculpture played an important agitation role in organising collections for the redemption of Christian captives from Turkish captivity
❗️Discover the story of the Czech hermit, Saint Ivan, who lives whole life with his lana in the forest. Or the admirable mission of the Trinitarians, Saint John of Matha and Saint Felix of Valois, who used alms money to ransom Christian prisoners and, when they ran out of money, offered themselves for them. 
❗️Meet the author of this monumental sculpture, one of the most prolific sculptors Ferdinand Maximilian Brokoff, who has 8 sculptures here on the Charles Bridge alone and together with his father Johann Brokoff are the authors of three of the five sculptures we have selected for you.
You can find it on the fourteenth pillar with the number 27 on the Orientation Map
 
4 The most original￼[image: St Francis Xavier 2.jpeg]
St Francis Xavier is the most original and the sculptor's most admired work thanks to the unique composition of the sculpture. 
✧One of the most valuable sculptures of the Charles Bridge
✧The sculptor immortalised himself in one of the figures
❗️Read or listen to the admirable life story of Saint Francis Xavier, the founder of the Jesuit Order, but above all one of the first and certainly the most successful missionary, who is said to have baptized more than 1200,000 pagans in several continents, and who became a model for thousands of other followers, not only from the Jesuit Order, who spread Christianity to all corners of the world. Thanks to them, Christianity is still the most widespread world religion today.
❗️Discover more works by the author of this amazing composition Ferdinand Maximillan Brokoff 
You can find it on the fifth pillar with the number 9 on the Orientation Map
5 The oldest one￼[image: Calvary.jpeg]
Calvary - the Holy Cross is the oldest sculpture on the Charles Bridge. 
✧The cross has stood here since the time of its founder King Charles IV.
✧The Hebrew inscription in this sound placed on the crucifix is a world rarity
❗️Meet the unfortunate story of the unwilling donor of the gold inscription on this sculpture, who was Elias Bloch-Backhoffen, a prominent representative of the Jewish comunity in Prague, who was denounced by the Primate of the provincial Jewish community for alleged blasphemy, apparently as part of settling a score and power struggles. He was convicted and his punishment was the making of this golden inscription glorifying the Lord.
You can find it on the third pillar with the number 6 on the Orientation Map
 
 
 
⭕️ We cannot fail to mention one more sculpture that was under reconstruction at the time of the preparation of this guide. This work is  sculpture of St Vincent Ferrer and St Procopius, which is undoubtedly one of the most valuable and richest in figures, is also an exceptional work. In addition, these saints represent a very unusual pair, the Bohemian patron saint, hermit Saint Procopius of Sázava and later abbot of a Benedictine monastery standing here in the company of a Spanish Dominican Saint Vincent of Ferrara. You can find out why this happened when you read this chapter.￼[image: IMG_1018.jpeg]
❗️If you read or listen to their life stories, you will learn how Procopius tamed the devil himself and used him to plough the fields, or that Vincent spoke the language of the angels, so that in all the countries he passed through on his missions he was understood without having to learn their language. But most of all you will probably be interested in the practical advice for all those who have problems in partner communication, which is "Drink the water of St. Vincent“!
 

Orientation MAP￼[image: orientation MAP all.jpg]

List of Sculptures
Orientation MAP
odd number = left side of the bridge
 
Old Town Bridge Tower
1. St Ivo
2. Madonna and St Bernard
3. Sts Barbara, Margaret and Elizabeth
4. Madonna with St Dominic and St Thomas Aquinas
5. Pieta
6. Calvary - Holy Cross
7. St Joseph with Jesus
8. St Anne
9. St Francis Xavier
10. Sts Cyril and Methodius
11. St Christopher
12. St John the Baptist
13. St Francis Borgia
14. Sts Norbert, Wenceslas and Sigismund
15. St Ludmila with little St Wenceslas
16. St John of Nepomuk
17. St Francis Seraphim
18. St Anthony of Padua
19. Sts Vincent of Ferrara and Procopius
19+ Bruntsvik
20. St Juda Thaddeus
21. St Nicholas of Tolentino
22. St Augustine of Hippo
23. St Lutgardis
24. St Cajetan
25. St Adalbert
26. St Philip Benicius
27. Sts John of Matha, Felix of Valois and Ivan
28. St Vitus
29. St Wenceslas
30. Sts Cosmas and Damian with Salvator
Lesser Town Bridge Tower
 

 1. St Ivo￼[image: sv_Ivo.jpeg]  
Sculpture of st. Ivo (1711)￼
St Ivo.mp3
✧This beautiful Baroque sculpture clearly presents the mission of this saint, which was to help the poor.
✧Saint Ivo is the patron saint of lawyers and the poor.
✧The figures that surround him are meant to symbolise his virtues.  
 statues  sculptor  donor
Matthias Bernard Braun created this sculpture in 1711 as his second piece. The Law Faculty of the former Charles-Ferdinand University was the best candidate for the donor because St. Ivo is the patron saint of lawyers. 
The original sculpture was replaced in 1908 by a copy made by František Hergesel. The original is located in the Lapidarium of the National Museum.
SCULPTURE DESCRIPTION￼[image: St Ivo 3.jpg]
 
The dominant member of the trio is St. Ivo, who is flanked by figures of Justice. On the other side of the trio, on the right, is a group that includes an elderly man, a woman with children, and a woman who appears to be a widow. The figure of the saint holds a protective hand over them.
The medallion on the plinth reminds us of the miracle that happened to the saint during the Mass celebrated to reconcile a dispute between mother and son, when a ball of fire appeared to him while he was lifting the host.
Curiosities, facts, context: 
[image: bullet]As is customary with the author of the sculpture Matthias Bernard Braun, each figure expresses a particular expression, emotion or human characteristic. Here you can find noble humanity, reassuring confidence, trust and surrender on the faces of the actors. Assign yourself.
 
￼[image: St Ivo detail.jpeg]
The woman with children, apparently a widow, and an old man
statues  sculptor  donor

2. Madonna and St Bernard￼[image: Madona-sv-Bernard.jpeg]
Sculpture of Madonna and St Bernard (1719)￼
Madona and St Bernard.mp3
✧The sculpture represents the so-called holy theatre - Teatrum sacrum. 
✧Originally depicted all the instruments of Christ's Passion (Arma Christi).
✧St Bernard is the founder of the Cistercian Order.
statues  sculptor  donor
The sculpture was made in 1719 by Matěj Václav Jäckel. The donor was the abbot of the Cistercian monastery in Osek, Benedikt Simon Littwerig. The original was replaced by a copy made by Václav Hlavatý in 1974-1979 and is located in Gorlice at Vyšehrad.
Sculpture description
This asymmetrically composed sculpture does not lack dynamism and at first sight impresses with the dialogue between St Bernard and the Virgin Mary. 
This dialogue has also been clearly "subtitled" in the past with so-called inscriptional tapes. St Bernard had a gilt band at his mouth with the inscription "Ave Maria", while the Virgin Mary responds with the subtitle "Salve Bernardae". 
St Bernard's posture with his hand placed on his chest expresses the humility he held throughout his career as a religious. The figure of the Virgin Mary represents the usual type of Marian statue of the time.
￼[image: Madona and St Bernard cross.jpg] 
Angels holding Christ's cross.
The dialogue is balanced on the left by a plinth with a cross, angels and other symbols of Christ's passion (Arma Christi). 
Other symbols that can be found here are the rooster, symbol of the betrayal of St Peter, and the mitre offered by the angel as a symbol of the episcopal office repeatedly rejected by Bernard.
Curiosities, facts, context: 
[image: bullet]This sculpture represents the so-called Teatrum sacrum (holy theatre) typical of Baroque sculptures
[image: bullet]Arma Christi - the instruments of Christ's Passion: spikes, spear, crown of thorns, whip, dice, gloves, robe, cross, inscription on the cross (I.N.R.I), sponge pole, tongs, hammer, ladder, Veronica's shroud, ... are the most frequently depicted instruments, and there are several of them in this sculpture.
￼[image: Arma Christi.jpeg]
Arma Christi
[image: bullet]According to the surviving graphic sheets, the sculpture included, in addition to the gilded inscription bands, a spear and a sponge pole
[image: bullet]The Arma Christi is carried by the angels decorating the Bridge of Angels in Rome, which may remind us of Charles Bridge with its sculptural decoration by Gian Lorenzo Bernini.  
statues  sculptor  donor
Virgin Mary
St Bernard of Clairvaux
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function stringWithId(stringId) {
    switch (stringId) {
        case "Pause Audio": return "Pozastavit zvuk";
        case "Play Audio": return "Přehrát audio";
    }
    return stringId;
}

class AudioPlayer {
    constructor(audioElement) {
        var audioParentElement = audioElement.parentElement;
        audioElement.controls = false;
        var adhocElement = document.createElement("adhoc");
        this.buttonRadius = 30;
        this.svgMargin = 3;
        this.progressRadius = 25;
        this.svgRadius = this.buttonRadius - this.svgMargin;
        adhocElement.innerHTML = `<span class="audio-button-start" role="button"><span class="audio-button-centrator"><svg class="audio-button-progress-svg" viewBox="-${this.svgRadius} -${this.svgRadius} ${2*this.svgRadius} ${2*this.svgRadius}" style="width:${2*this.svgRadius}px;height:${2*this.svgRadius}px;" xmlns="http://www.w3.org/2000/svg">
            <g class="svg-contents" stroke-width="2" fill="transparent">
                <circle class="full-circle" cx="0" cy="0" r="${this.progressRadius}" stroke="#707070"/>
                <g stroke="white">
                    <path class="progress" d=""/>
                    <circle class="complete" cx="0" cy="0" r="${this.progressRadius}"/>
                </g>
            </g>
        </svg></span></span>`;
        this.audioButtonElement = adhocElement.getElementsByClassName("audio-button-start")[0];
        this.audioButtonElement = adhocElement.removeChild(this.audioButtonElement);
        this.svgElement = this.audioButtonElement.getElementsByClassName("svg-contents")[0];
        this.svgElement.style.display = 'none';
        this.pathElement = this.svgElement.getElementsByClassName("progress")[0];
        this.pathElement.style.display = 'none';
        this.completeElement = this.svgElement.getElementsByClassName("complete")[0];
        this.completeElement.style.display = 'none';
        
        audioParentElement.insertBefore(this.audioButtonElement, audioElement);
        this.audioElement = audioParentElement.removeChild(audioElement);
        this.audioButtonElement.appendChild(this.audioElement);
        
        this.audioButtonElement.onclick = this.onButtonClick.bind(this);
        this.audioElement.onended = this.onAudioEnded.bind(this);
        this.audioElement.ontimeupdate = this.onTimeUpdate.bind(this);

        this.StateEnum = {
        AtStart: 'AtStart',
        Playing: 'Playing',
        Paused: 'Paused',
        };

        this.state = this.StateEnum.AtStart;
        this.progress = 0;
        this.updatePlayerLook();
    }
    
    updatePlayerLook() {
        
        switch (this.state) {
            case this.StateEnum.AtStart:
            {
                this.audioButtonElement.className = "audio-button-start";
                this.svgElement.style.display = 'none';
                break;
            }
            case this.StateEnum.Playing:
            {
                this.audioButtonElement.className = "audio-button-pause";
                this.svgElement.style.display = 'unset';
                break;
            }
            case this.StateEnum.Paused:
            {
                this.audioButtonElement.className = "audio-button-resume";
                this.svgElement.style.display = 'unset';
                break;
            }
        }
        
        this.audioButtonElement.setAttribute("aria-label", this.audioButtonAriaLabel());
    }
    
    audioButtonAriaLabel() {
        var isPlaying = this.state == this.StateEnum.Playing;
        var ariaLabel = isPlaying ? AudioPlayer.pauseString() : AudioPlayer.playString();
        var axDescription = this.audioElement.getAttribute("aria-label");
        if (axDescription.length > 0) {
            ariaLabel += ", " + axDescription;
        }
        return ariaLabel;
    }
    
    onAudioEnded() {
        this.audioElement.currentTime = 0;
        this.state = this.StateEnum.AtStart;
        this.updatePlayerLook();
    }
    
    onButtonClick() {
        switch (this.state) {
            case this.StateEnum.AtStart:
            {
                this.state = this.StateEnum.Playing;
                this.audioElement.play();
                break;
            }
            case this.StateEnum.Playing:
            {
                this.state = this.StateEnum.Paused;
                this.audioElement.pause();
                break;
            }
            case this.StateEnum.Paused:
            {
                this.state = this.StateEnum.Playing;
                this.audioElement.play();
                break;
            }
        }
        this.updatePlayerLook();
    }
    
    onTimeUpdate() {
        var newProgress = this.audioElement.currentTime / this.audioElement.duration;
        if (Math.abs(newProgress - this.progress) > 0.001) {
            var minFraction = 0.01;
            if (Math.abs(1.0 - newProgress) < minFraction) {
                // Practically a full circle.
                this.completeElement.style.display = 'unset';
                this.pathElement.style.display = 'none';
            } else {
                this.pathElement.style.display = 'unset';
                this.completeElement.style.display = 'none';
                var pathData = '';
                var radius = this.progressRadius;
                if (newProgress >= minFraction) {
                    // If < minFraction, the arc is very small - no need to draw it.
                    var startX = 0;
                    var startY = -radius;
                    var endAngle = (newProgress - 0.25) * ( 2 *Math.PI);
                    var endX = radius * Math.cos(endAngle);
                    var endY = radius * Math.sin(endAngle);
                    //A rx ry x-axis-rotation large-arc-flag sweep-flag x y
                    var largeArc = newProgress > 0.5 ? 1 : 0;
                    pathData = "M "+ startX + " " + startY + " A "+ radius + " "+ radius + " 0 " + largeArc + " 1 "+ endX + " " + endY;
                }
                this.pathElement.setAttribute("d", pathData);
            }
            this.progress = newProgress;
        }
    }
    
    static playString() {
        return stringWithId('Play Audio');
    }
    
    static pauseString() {
        return stringWithId('Pause Audio');
    }

    static loadInstances() {
        var audioElementArray = Array.prototype.slice.call(document.getElementsByTagName("audio"));
        audioElementArray.forEach(function(audioElement) {
                                  new AudioPlayer(audioElement);
                                  });
    }
}


function Body_onLoad() {
    AudioPlayer.loadInstances();
}
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1. St lvo

SCULPTURE OF sT. Ivo (1711)

Q

<>Patron of lawyers and the poor.

<>The figures that surround him are
meant to symbolise his virtues.

DONOR

Matthias Bernard Braun created this
sculpture in 1711 as his second piece.
The Law Faculty of the former
Charles-Ferdinand University was
the best candidate for the donor
because St. Ivo is the patron saint of
lawyers.

The original sculpture was replaced
in 1908 by a copy made by FrantiSek






OPS/images/MAP_TOP_5.jpg
CALVARY - HorLy Cross

St Francis XAvViER
6 /N

\/8
'St Jonn oF NEPOMUK

s /9, C






OPS/images/IMG_6497.jpeg





OPS/images/St_Jude_Thaddeus_head.jpeg





OPS/images/Turk_on_St_Ivan_and_Trinitarians.jpeg





OPS/images/St_Ivo_3.jpg





OPS/images/St_Francis_Xavier_2.jpeg





OPS/images/St_Ivo_detail.jpeg





