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What Makes Our Guides Unique?
￼[image: P7280114.jpeg]
Apostles of the Prague Astronomical Clock waiting for their showtime.
There are guidebooks that are brief, and there are guidebooks that are exhaustive. 
The first kind will tell you the name of an attraction, but without context, this information might not be particularly exciting. 
The second type provides exhaustive details, which you typically have to search for in lengthy passages of text. And when you're actually at the site, you'd rather take in the sights than pore over pages of a guidebook.
So we created a guidebook that solves this dilemma.
We've crafted a guidebook filled not only with facts but also with stories of rulers, saints, builders and artists, as well as descriptions of selected works of art. We've included truly breathtaking photographs that you won't be able to capture yourself. All of this is wrapped in an attractive visual style with a comfortable and user-friendly interface, including a smartphone screen. 
And the cherry on top: we've added an audio commentary for each location, ensuring that your sightseeing experience is both informative and enjoyable.
In the guide Mozart's footsteps, each place is also accompanied by musical compositions.
 
❓Did you know that Prague Castle is also the largest ancient castle in the world and surpasses even the English Windsor as the largest inhabited castle?
￼[image: SvatyVit2-.jpeg]
The true jewel of Prague is St. Vitus Cathedral.
Prague Castle, the most prominent Czech castle, and Charles Bridge, the iconic structure of Prague, hold a special place in the heart of the city and its history. Prague Castle, with its rich heritage dating back to the 9th century, has been a residence for Czech princes, kings, and even the Emperor of the Holy Roman Empire. It is considered the largest castle complex in Europe and one of the largest in the world. 
 
❓Did you know that Charles Bridge is the largest open-air sculpture gallery in the world?
￼[image: Karluv most depos small.jpg]
With more than 50 sculptures, Charles Bridge is the most beautiful open-air gallery in the world.
On Charles Bridge, you will encounter a unique outdoor gallery featuring over 30 sculptures and 70 figures. Each statue has its own story and significance, from the famous statue of Saint John of Nepomuk to the intriguing Turk sculpture guarding Christian captives. 
These sculptures, often serving as intercessors for specific situations in life, add an extra layer of meaning and fascination to your visit.
❓Did you know that the statue of Saint John of Nepomuk has been replicated over 60,000 times around the world?￼[image: St John of Nepomuk.jpeg]
In all corners of the world you can see a copy of this statue of St. John of Nepomuk from the Charles Bridge.
 
 
❓Did you know where did Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart compose his most famous opera?
￼[image: IMG_6497.jpeg]
The Nostic Theatre has witnessed four premieres of works by Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart.
In the guide Mozart and Prague we take you to the places associated with Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart's Prague sojourns. In addition to audio commentaries, this chapter is also accompanied by Mozart's wonderful music. The most famous such place is undoubtedly the Estates Theatre, the site of his glorious premieres. The most successful one here was definitely Mozart's best work, the opera Don Giovanni.
Listen more in this excerpt with musical accompaniment.￼
Don Giovani M EN .mp3
 
￼[image: IMG_1143 (1).jpeg]
The interior of the Estates Theatre ( previous NOSTIC Theater ).
The Estates Theatre still has Mozart's works in its repertoire as you can see Miroslav Huptych's temporary curtain for the opera The Magic Flute. Listen to the popular aria Papagena.￼
IMSLP820964-PMLP20137-Mozart_-_Die_Zauberflöte_(Böhm,_1955)_-_34_-_Pa-Pa-Pa-Pa-Pa-Papagena!.mov
 
🎼 The Magic Flute,
 Pa-pa-pa-pa-pa-pa-papageno
Almost 200 years later Mozart's famous premieres the interior of this theatre became the setting for the Oscar-winning film Amadeus. Our guides will also take you to other magical film locations of this amazing movie. In the next picture you can see Mozart's "film" house on Hradčany Square. 
￼[image: IMG_6693 (1).jpeg]
Kanovnická 2 street, Wolfgang and Konstance's film house
Our guides contain hundreds of stunning images that you can't take yourself, bringing you closer to the hard-to-reach highlights of the cathedral or Prague Astronomical Clock. You'll be able to appreciate in detail the beauty.
￼[image: SvatyVit_98.jpeg]
Original Gothic part of the St Vitus Cathedral at Prague Castle is just amazing.
Let us guide you through the rich history, art, and legends of Prague, making your walk more enjoyable and meaningful.
￼[image: Bazilika3.jpeg]
The Romanesque chancel of the Basilica St George at Prague Castle.
Our guides has also been designed to be read on a smartphone screen. We've included easy-to-use navigation, many additional links that function as buttons in mobile apps make navigation very simple and each underlined text link leads to a different section of the guide.  
Key features of our guides:
🎗️ Medallions of rulers, saints, sculptors, builders and artists associated with the featured works
 🎥 Hundreds of amazing photos that also show hidden or inaccessible treasures
 🎧 Audio commentaries for a fully immersive experience
 🎼 Music tracks (Mozart & Prague, Jewels of Prague)
 🔷 Sleek and modern design, optimised for easy access on your smartphone screen
Experience the wonder and beauty of Prague like never before with our immersive smartphone-friendly guide. 
Get ready to embark on an unforgettable journey through time, art, and captivating stories. With our guidebooks in hand, you'll have all the information you need to fully appreciate these extraordinary landmarks and create memories that will last a lifetime.
 
Whether you're a first-time visitor or a seasoned Prague traveler, our guidebook is perfect for you.
 
 
 
￼[image: SvatyVit_79.jpeg]
A rare view from the inaccessible gallery (Triforium) of the nave of St.Vitus Cathedral.
Take a look also at other titles from the Mateo Guides, edition, for example the guide to the entire Prague Castle or the guide that introduces the characters of the Charles Bridge in an original way. And if you don't know which one, try the audio-visual guide Jewels of Prague, which will take you around Prague like never before.
￼[image: EN product line MOZART.jpg]

What's Inside This Guide?
 
Dive deep into the enchanting world of Prague with our exclusive audio-visual guide. Why settle for ordinary when you can experience the extraordinary? 
Let the very streets where Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart once strolled come alive, serenading you with his iconic melodies.
🎵 15 Handpicked Locations! Each site, rich in history and charm, is paired with a musical piece that encapsulates its essence. From quiet alleys to grand halls, let Mozart's genius guide your steps.
⚠️ In this light version there are external links to selected music samples, in the GOLD and RED editions the audio files are included in the e-book. In the GOLD edition, the text of the guide is also included in audio form.
Listen here to a sample of the audio commentary with musical accompaniment from the GOLD edition:￼
INTRO - 01.09.2023 16.39.mp3
All three editions including their comparison can be found here Mateo Guides
🎧 Premium GOLD Edition! Enjoy the luxury of an audio narration. Simply plug in, play, and let the city's tales unfold before your very eyes.
📱 User-Friendly Interface! With photographs and intuitive maps tailored for mobile viewing, navigating Prague becomes a breeze. 
￼[image: screenshoty trojice MOZART.jpg]
 
💙 Spot our signature Blue Stars on the map for insider tips on hidden gems or culinary delights awaiting your discovery.
🎬 Exclusive Cinematic Experience! Trace the iconic locations featured in Miloš Forman's Oscar-winning masterpiece, Amadeus, offering a cinematic layer to your tour.
🌟 Meet The Icons! True to Mateo Guides tradition, we acquaint you with the notable figures that grace our stories,enriching your experience.
 
Change the Way You See Prague. Let Mozart's timeless symphonies be the soundtrack to your exploration. Immerse yourself, experience the magic, and fall in love with Prague all over again.
 
🎼 Grab our guide and let Prague's heartbeats sync with the rhythm of Mozart's masterpieces! 🎼

Orientation in the guide
Our guide has been created in EPUB 3 format, which makes use of the added audio files. The e-book works flawlessly in the native Apple Books system and also in the native Google Play Books system. 
Quick navigation in the guide:
From the chapter heading, the name of each place, a link leads to the list.
If a person's name is underlined, a link to their medallion is provided.
Colour coding:
Places in the Old Town - golden
Address of the place in the Old Town ⌖ - link to Google maps
Places in Mala Strana - crimson
Address of the place in Mala Strana ⌖ - link to Google maps
Title of work in text - blue
🎼 Music samples - blue, bold
Personality - red
Personality with a link to the medallion - red, underlined
Bertramka - green
 
 ⚠️ Android users are advised to make sure they have the latest version of this native reader and operating system for full EPUB-3 functionality. We have also tested the guide on other EPUB-3 readers and can recommend Aldiko Next, which is free, as an alternative to native apps.

Introduction
 
Sample audio commentary with musical soundtrack from the edition GOLD:￼
INTRO - 01.09.2023 16.39.mp3
In the heart of Prague, Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart found a genuine haven, a place where his artistry flourished, and where he experienced the unadulterated joy that comes from genuine appreciation. On a memorable evening, after the city hosted a concert in his honor showcasing his new symphony, an enthralled audience simply wouldn't let him depart. 
They were treated to impromptu piano performances by Mozart, making that evening one of his most cherished memories. This symphony, now renowned as the Prague Symphony, stands out as one of his finest, a stark contrast to his less celebrated pieces in Vienna, like The Marriage of Figaro, which the Viennese met with lukewarm reception.
￼[image: IMG_6511.jpeg]
The Estates Theatre is the venue for the premiere of Don Giovanni and still has The Marriage of Figaro in repertoire.
But Prague was different. Post the riveting performance of Figaro at the Nostic Theatre in December 1786, Mozart's melodies began resonating not just in aristocratic halls but echoed through the streets, taverns, and ballrooms of Prague. As he fondly recounted to a friend in Vienna, "Figaro is all the rage here; its melodies fill the air everywhere you go." It's evident that Mozart wasn't merely being whimsical; he genuinely felt embraced by Prague.
It's little wonder then, that he poured his heart, soul, and sheer genius into a piece specially commissioned by the citizens of Prague - the monumental opera, Don Giovanni. This opus didn't just redefine Mozart's own trajectory but reshaped the opera landscape of the era. Despite its radical novelty making it a challenging fit for contemporary European stages, save for Prague, Don Giovanni eventually etched its place in history as a groundbreaking masterpiece.
This guide endeavours to take you through the nooks and crannies of Prague that might have ignited Mozart's imagination or served as the backdrop for his musical genius. Paired with a curated selection of his melodies, you'll discover that, even after centuries, the spirit of Mozart lingers in the city's air.
Embark on this melodious journey with us and experience the timeless magic of Prague.
 

A very brief biography
Sample audio commentary with musical soundtrack from the edition GOLD:￼
biography m new.mp3
Wolfgang Gottlieb Mozart, Amadeus being the Italian equivalent of the German name Gottlieb, was born on 27 January 1756 in Salzburg, in what was then the Holy Roman Empire. Salzburg did not become part of Austria until two decades later, which is why Germans also refer to him as a German composer, not an Austrian one. His parents, Leopold Mozart and Anna Maria Pertl, had seven children, of whom Wolfgang was the youngest. From an early age it was obvious that Wolfgang had extraordinary musical talent. His father Leopold, who was a composer, teacher and violinist, recognised his son's exceptionalism and began to educate him intensively in music.
Childhood and youth
Mozart's childhood was often shaped by long concert tours abroad, which he undertook with his older sister Nannerl. At the age of five he began composing his first pieces and soon became a virtuoso pianist and violinist. His father wrote several books about his music and published his sheet music. Mozart's talent did not escape the attention of European courts and music-loving patrons. As a child, Mozart was able to meet most of the rulers of Europe at the time, including Empress Maria Theresa and Louis XV.
OLOMOUC
Due to the smallpox epidemic in 1767, which also affected the imperial family of Vienna, the Mozarts decided to leave Vienna. The original plan to attend the wedding of the imperial family was thus changed, and the family decided to go to Brno, where they arrived in October 1767. However, due to the absence of the Moravian nobility, who were "hiding" from the plague in their country estates, they decided to head to Olomouc. There they were warmly received by Count Leopold Antonín Podstatský, who offered them accommodation and medical care. Wolfgang also moaned, but fortunately it was not the dreaded smallpox. The Mozarts stayed in the then inn "At the Black Eagle", now known as the Hauenschild Palace. Thanks to the care and concern of the Podstatsky family, little Wolfgang recovered quickly and was able to devote himself to music again. It was here that Wolfgang completed his Symphony No. 6 in F major.
BRNO
From there the Mozart family moved to Brno, where they stayed in Schrattenbach Palace, today the seat of the Mahen Library. On 30 December 1767, Mozart gave a concert there for Count Franz Antonin Schrattenbach in the then Tavern, now called the Reduta, which is part of the National Theatre in Brno. The Reduta Theatre is one of the oldest theatre buildings in Central Europe. The visit to Brno was very successful and the family returned to Vienna on 9 January 1768.
Salzburg
At the age of 17, Mozart was employed as court composer by the Archbishop of Salzburg. However, he soon began to feel constrained and dissatisfied with life at this court, which was very provincial compared to the environment he had known as a child. He longed for greater freedom and the opportunity to compose for a wider audience and thus achieve greater acclaim and appreciation.
Vienna
On a visit to Vienna, Wolfgang met Emperor Joseph II. Wolfgang demonstrated his mastery of the piano and gained further admirers at the imperial court. His decision to stay in Vienna was also due to his problematic relationship with the new Archbishop of Salzburg, in whose service he was still a servant. He thus saw Vienna as an opportunity to further develop his musical career.
The Viennese years were crucial for Mozart. Here he met important musicians of the time, such as Johann van Swieten, Antonio Salieri, and especially Joseph Haydn. Mozart's music began to take on new dimensions, in which brilliant harmony, rhythm and elegant melodies were strongly manifested.
WEDDING
In 1782 Mozart married Constance Weber against his father's wishes. They had six children together, only two of whom survived to adulthood. Constance was a loyal support for Mozart, but her lifestyle, for example her frequent visits to the spa town of Baden near Vienna, was a great financial burden for the already wasteful Mozart. The family's economic problems thus followed them throughout their lives.
first visit to Prague
In January 1787 Mozart arrived in Prague for the first time. He was welcomed as a famous composer and piano virtuoso. The people of Prague were enchanted by his music, especially thanks to his last opera, The Marriage of Figaro, which has been performed continuously since its premiere. The opera was received coldly by the Viennese public, but Mozart was all the more delighted by the warm reception. During this visit his Symphony No. 38 of Prague was premiered, which was also a great success.
second visit to Prague and the premiere of Don Giovanni
In October 1787, Mozart returned to Prague to complete a commission he had received on his previous visit. This work was the opera Don Giovanni, which Mozart and the Prague company were to stage and perform at the Nostic (now Stavovsky) Theatre. The opera was a huge success and Mozart was rewarded with a thunderous ovation from the enthusiastic audience. The people of Prague showed that they were capable of appreciating the quality of his music and Mozart was, as he wrote in his letters, "the happiest man in his life".
Other visits
Mozart returned to Prague several more times after the premiere of Don Giovanni. Each of his visits was celebrated in Prague and Mozart enjoyed extraordinary popularity there. The people of Prague always showered him with love and admiration. In September 1791, Mozart's new opera La clemenza di Tito was performed in Prague on the occasion of the coronation of Leopold II as King of Bohemia.
Financial problems
Unfortunately, Mozart's financial problems escalated between 1788 and 1790, although his popularity as a composer was at its peak. Despite many commissions for new works, Mozart was still struggling with debt and difficulties in supporting his family. These difficulties and stress probably contributed to his deteriorating health.
Premature death
Mozart died on 5 December 1791 at the age of 35 in Vienna The exact cause of his death is still not entirely clear. Historians speculate on several possibilities, including a severe rheumatic disease, streptococcal infection or poisoning. His funeral was very modest and Mozart was buried in a mass grave outside the walls of Vienna.
Mozart's legacy
Mozart's work lives on today. His music appeals to listeners all over the world and to music lovers of all genres. His compositions are still a fixture in concert halls, opera houses, films and commercials. His immortal work has outlived its mortal composer and the name Mozart has become synonymous with genius.
 
 
 
 
 
 

Life Milestones
 
1756: Mozart is born on 27 January in Salzburg, Austria.
1761: At the age of five, Mozart composes his first pieces of music.
1762: Mozart's family begins to travel around Europe and perform at important royal courts.
1764-1765: Mozart writes his first symphonies in London.
1768: He composes his first opera La finta semplice in Vienna.
1770: His first opera seria Mitridate, re di Ponto premieres in Milan.
1777-1778: Mozart travels to Mannheim and Paris, where his mother Anna Maria dies.
1781: Mozart settles in Vienna after a dispute with the Archbishop of Salzburg. Before Mozart moves to Vienna, his opera Idomeneo premieres in Munich.
1782: He marries Constance Weber in Vienna and performs his opera The Abduction from Serail.
1786: The Marriage of Figaro premieres in Vienna.
1787 - January: first visit to Prague and premiere of the Prague Symphony.
1787 - October: second visit to Prague, completion and premiere of Don Giovanni.
1791: His last opera, The Magic Flute, premieres in Vienna.
 The opera La Clemenza di Tito premieres in Prague at the coronation of Emperor Leopold II. In this year Mozart also completes his Requiem Mass in D minor.
1791: Mozart dies on 5 December in Vienna.

Old Town Traces
Orientation Map
1. House of the Three Golden Lions
Trasa  1 -> 2
2. Estates Theatre
Trasa  2 -> 3
 
3. The House of the Golden Angel
Trasa  3 -> 4
4. Clam-Gallas Palace
Trasa  4 -> 5
5. Pacht Palace
Trasa  5 -> 6
6. Clementinum

Orientation Map
￼[image: Old Town Footprints.jpg]
 

1. House of the Three Golden Lions
Uhelný trh 420, Staré Město ⌖
￼[image: IMG_6618 (1).jpeg]House of the Three Golden Lions
Sample audio commentary with musical soundtrack from the edition GOLD:￼
O1 M.mp3
In the autumn of 1787, during his second stay in Prague, Mozart stayed at the Uhelný trh (Coal Market) in the house U Tří lvíčků, as it was called at that time. This time he came at the invitation of his friends Josepha Duschek and Franz Xaver Duschek. They had been waiting impatiently for his arrival and tried to convince him that he would have more peace and quiet to work in their summer residence in Bertramka, as the villa was located farther away from the centre behind the Prague walls. 
Mozart came this time primarily on business, to finish and perform a new opera he had commissioned from him on a previous visit Domenico Guaradasoni the director of the Italian opera company based at the Nostitz Theatre. The opera will be Don Giovanni, his finest opera. 
 Mozart preferred this house, however, because his room had a direct view of the Nostic Theatre, where he had to attend rehearsals every day. Perhaps another reason was that his friend stayed in the opposite house, the U Platejze guesthouse (now the Cafe Platýz restaurant).  Lorenzo Da Ponte who adapted the libretto of each aria to the needs of the music, and Mozart in turn adapted the composition to the vocal abilities of the individual performers of the Prague ensemble. The two houses are separated only by a narrow street, and the composers are said to have often discussed the music through open windows. 
Mozart's stay here is commemorated by a portrait relief and a white marble plaque above the first floor windows with the inscription: 'Mozart lived in this house in 1787'. 
The House of the Three Golden Lions was built by joining two medieval houses, enlarged after a fire in 1678. Its current appearance dates from 1852. It is a two-storey corner house with distinctive features such as a shallow arcade, square piers with buttresses, a main entrance behind the arcade and a shop portal with cut-off upper corners.
Listen to an excerpt from the opera Don Giovanni, which was written here. In this well-known "catalogue aria" (Madamina, il catalogo è questo - Madam, the catalogue is next) Leporello, Don Giovanni's servant, lists his master's "hunting successes" with women in incredible numbers. 
In the following excerpt, the aria is sung by Karl-Christian Kohn, the late German opera singer who was a singing teacher at the Mozarteum University of Salzburg from 1991 until his death in 2006.
 
Listen to a sample of music from the GOLD and RED edition of the Mateo Guides series.
🎼 Don Giovanni, Madamina, il catalogo è questo￼
Don Giovanni, Madamina.mp3
 
 
 
 
 
 
Trasa  1 -> 2
￼[image: Trasa 1-2.jpg]
Blue Stars
1 - Café Platýz - Lorenzo da Ponte used to live here in the back wing of the former U Platejze inn, today you can taste delicious cuisine and the best wreaths in Prague!
 
￼[image: IMG_6517.jpeg]
The entrance to Café Platýz is accessible from the street and through the gate leading to the courtyard (left).
2 - Angelato Ice Cream - one of the two best ice cream parlours in Prague
 
3 - Cafe~Cafe - on the corner of the house, which hides a 19th century market hall connecting Rytířská Street with Příkopy Street (correctly 28.října Street), you won't miss a stylish cafe-bar with a garden where local perfectly groomed girls will be sitting. Stop by and take a selfie with one of the great cocktails too. :)
 

2. Estates Theatre
Železná, Staré Město ⌖
￼[image: IMG_6497.jpeg]
The Marriage of Figaro on the poster of the theatre facade.
This historic theatre in Prague's Old Town was called the Nostic Theatre in Mozart's time. It was built in 1783 by the architect Anton Haffenecker for a prominent Czech nobleman and patron Count Nostic .
History and architecture
The theatre was designed in the neoclassical style and is one of the few European theatres that have survived in almost its original state. Above its portal is the motto Patriae et Musis (To the Motherland and the Muses), which expresses the intentions of its creator.
Historical transformations
Over the years, the theatre has undergone many changes, changing owners and names. In 1798 it became the Royal Estates Theatre and later in 1862 the German Provincial Theatre. In 1948 it was renamed the Tyl Theatre, which it remained until 1990. 
Famous performances
The Nostic Theatre has witnessed four premieres of works by Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart.
 
1. The first work was the premiere on 19 January 1787 of one of Mozart's most beautiful symphonies, the Symphony in D major, called the Prague Symphony. The audience's reception was quite extraordinary, and the audience forced piano improvisations as an encore, which Mozart performed with enthusiasm for over half an hour.
Listen to a sample of music from the GOLD and RED edition of the Mateo Guides series.
🎼 Symphony in D major, Prague, III. Finale (Presto)￼
symphony 38 EN.mp3
2. The second of these was one of the finest and clearly most important works of Mozart's operatic output, the opera Don Giovanni. It was premiered on 29 October 1787. The premiere was conducted by Mozart himself. The opera was received with great enthusiasm in Prague, unlike in Vienna and other European cities, where it did not receive a positive reception until several decades later. Don Giovanni is considered one of the greatest operas of all time.
Listen to a sample of music from the GOLD and RED edition of the Mateo Guides series.
🎼 Don Giovanni, Overture
Don G, Ouvertura EN.mp3
3. The third work was the opera La Clemenza di Tito, which was commissioned for the coronation of Emperor Leopold II and premiered in 1791. This was not so successful, but it is still reported today, most popularly its overture.           
 
4. Thelast premiere took place two months before Mozart's death. His friend, the Viennese virtuoso Anton Stadler performed a concerto for clarinet in A major that Wolfgang had written for him. This was in October 1791.
Listen to a sample of music from the GOLD and RED edition of the Mateo Guides series.
🎼 Concerto for clarinet in A major, II. Adagio￼
IMSLP 044 EN.mp3
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Don Giovanni
￼[image: IMG_6499 (1).jpeg]
The statue of Il Commendatore (the character of Comte from the opera Don Giovanni) by Anna Chroma, installed in 2000 at the entrance to the theatre.
The full title of the opera was Il disoluto punito, ossia Don Giovanni (The Punished Prodigal or Don Giovanni) as it was written on the sign of the Nostico Theatre on the day of its premiere. 
Topic
Author of libreto Lorenzo da Ponte in his memoirs also claims authorship of the theme for this opera. However, as his later writings show, the theme of Don Giovanni was brought to Mozart by the director of the opera Domenico Guardasoni. And it was not a new or unfamiliar theme. It was a libretto by Giovanni Bertati, which had already been set to music and performed in Venice under the title Il convitato di pietra (The Stone Guest). 
But Mozart wanted the libretto of his new opera to be written by his friend Da Ponte, with whom he had already collaborated on his previous successful Italian operas. Da Ponte thus used Bertati's libretto without scruple and adapted it for their new opera.
The Masonic lobby
The commission for the opera was indeed issued to Mozart by the director Guardasoni, who himself admired Mozart, but the prime mover was probably another force. A recently discovered correspondence shows that the Prague Masonic Lodge, whose members included Franz Xaver Duschek. and Pasquale Bondini...made considerable efforts to get their brother Mozart, a member of the Vienna Masonic Lodge, to take the contract. But of course, they were also Praguers, so we can actually agree with the common statement that "the Praguers commissioned an opera from Mozart".
The plot of the opera
If we can describe the plot very briefly, it is like this: 
The Spanish nobleman, conqueror of women's hearts, Don Giovanni, begins his adventures in this show by seducing the Seville noblewoman Donna Anna, against her will of course, and killing her old father, Comteur. 
Don Giovanni is of course interested in many other women, such as the peasant Zerlina or even the wife of his servant Leporello. He also catches up with his former love Donna Elvira, a noblewoman from Burgos. Of all the characters, she is the only one who dares to mock her ex-lover. 
It is Don Giovanni who mocks the murdered Comturro over his grave, until the stone statue speaks to him and tells him that his death is imminent: "You will stop laughing by dawn." 
Proud Don Giovanni invites the statue to dinner and is not afraid even when the stone guest actually shows up. But he mercilessly takes him with him to hell. Apparently only now does he realize what he has done in his life and, engulfed in flames, he exclaims, "What a horror!"  
Listen to a sample of music from the GOLD and RED edition of the Mateo Guides series.
🎼 Don Giovanni, Don Giovanni, a cenar teco m'invitasti￼
Don G 740, cenar EN.mp3
 
Mozart put his whole art into this opera. True to his principles, depicting the ambiguity of life, the strengths and weaknesses of human relationships and characters, he expressed it all here perfectly. Don Giovanni stands out in Mozart's repertoire and in the entire operatic tradition for its unique blend of dramatic tones and musical styles. It is considered a so-called dramma giocoso, a form that combines serious and comic action, allowing Mozart to explore a wide range of human emotions through music. The opera is rich in personal character development, dramatic tension, and vivid portrayals of moral themes, which are manifested in Mozart's extraordinary ability to mirror character and mood through music.
The innovative concept of Don Giovanni may have been challenging for the non-Prague audience at first. Its combination of comedic and dramatic elements was unusual and the serious themes it dealt with, including deception, seduction and the supernatural, were outside the standard operatic repertoire of the time. Its length and complexity, both musical and thematic, also required a certain level of sophistication and patience from the audience. This may explain why Don Giovanni took longer to establish itself in other European capitals, where public tastes were different and perhaps more conservative.
By today's standards, however, Don Giovanni is widely acknowledged as one of the greatest operas ever composed.
In 5 minutes 12
Mozart did not manage to complete and stage the opera by the agreed date, so his still very popular opera The Marriage of Figaro, which Mozart conducted, had to be performed. The next deadline was met only with great difficulty. He reportedly finished the overture the night before the performance. The copyists made copies throughout the evening of the premiere.
Listen to a sample of music from the GOLD and RED edition of the Mateo Guides series.
 🎼 Le Nozze di Figaro, Voi che sapete￼
Figaro 684 Voi che sapete EN.mp3
 
Success
The premiere was a success and the opera was a huge success, the contemporary press wrote about it as follows: 'On Monday the 29th, the Italian opera company gave the eagerly awaited opera Don Giovanni or The Stone Guest by Mozart. Connoisseurs and musical artists say that it has not yet been equalled in Prague. Mr. Mozart himself conducted, and when he entered the orchestra he was greeted with triple cheers, which were repeated on his departure. The performance of the opera, moreover, is extremely difficult, and every one admires that, after so short a study, the performance was nevertheless good. Everything, the theatre and the orchestra, has done its best to repay Mozart with a good performance."
(Prager Oberpostamtszeitung, 3.11.1787)
Consequences of success
When the Emperor Joseph II learned of the great success of Don Giovanni and the offer to stay in Prague, finally decided to give Mozart a position as court composer at court with a fixed salary. Although the salary was far from matching Mozart's cost of living, it should be noted that there were almost no responsibilities associated with the position, but the permanent position at court prompted him to return to Vienna. This ultimately had tragic consequences for his life.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Trasa  2 -> 3
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Blue Stars
1 - The sculpture Il Commendatore by Anna Chroma is meant to represent the character of Comte from the opera Don Giovani. We can therefore be pleased with the number of tourists who take pictures with it. Unfortunately, the reason for this is not the popularity of our opera, but rather the resemblance to the Black Riders from The Lord of the Rings, which it evokes in them, and rightly so. 
 
￼[image: IMG_6508.jpeg] 
 
2 - Charles University - This historic building of one of Europe's oldest universities is called Karolinum. The university was founded in 1348 by Czech King Charles IV, after whom it takes its name. Its age can be documented by the beautiful Gothic bay window, protruding from the Baroque façade towards the theatre building.
￼[image: IMG_1172.jpeg]
Gothic bay window of the Karolina building
3 - Grand Café Orient - the café on the 1st floor is decorated in a stylish cubist interior, just like the building called the House of the Black Mother of God.  This building is a unique example of Cubism in architecture.
￼[image: IMG_4D802A107642-1.jpeg]
The House of the Black Mother of God - a unique example of Cubism in architecture ře
🎥 Movie locations
￼[image: IMG_1143 (1).jpeg]
The interiors of the Estates Theatre were used for scenes in the "Viennese" opera. Miroslav Huptych's "Temporary Curtain" is the backdrop for the performance The Magic Flute.
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function stringWithId(stringId) {
    switch (stringId) {
        case "Pause Audio": return "Pozastavit zvuk";
        case "Play Audio": return "Přehrát audio";
    }
    return stringId;
}

class AudioPlayer {
    constructor(audioElement) {
        var audioParentElement = audioElement.parentElement;
        audioElement.controls = false;
        var adhocElement = document.createElement("adhoc");
        this.buttonRadius = 30;
        this.svgMargin = 3;
        this.progressRadius = 25;
        this.svgRadius = this.buttonRadius - this.svgMargin;
        adhocElement.innerHTML = `<span class="audio-button-start" role="button"><span class="audio-button-centrator"><svg class="audio-button-progress-svg" viewBox="-${this.svgRadius} -${this.svgRadius} ${2*this.svgRadius} ${2*this.svgRadius}" style="width:${2*this.svgRadius}px;height:${2*this.svgRadius}px;" xmlns="http://www.w3.org/2000/svg">
            <g class="svg-contents" stroke-width="2" fill="transparent">
                <circle class="full-circle" cx="0" cy="0" r="${this.progressRadius}" stroke="#707070"/>
                <g stroke="white">
                    <path class="progress" d=""/>
                    <circle class="complete" cx="0" cy="0" r="${this.progressRadius}"/>
                </g>
            </g>
        </svg></span></span>`;
        this.audioButtonElement = adhocElement.getElementsByClassName("audio-button-start")[0];
        this.audioButtonElement = adhocElement.removeChild(this.audioButtonElement);
        this.svgElement = this.audioButtonElement.getElementsByClassName("svg-contents")[0];
        this.svgElement.style.display = 'none';
        this.pathElement = this.svgElement.getElementsByClassName("progress")[0];
        this.pathElement.style.display = 'none';
        this.completeElement = this.svgElement.getElementsByClassName("complete")[0];
        this.completeElement.style.display = 'none';
        
        audioParentElement.insertBefore(this.audioButtonElement, audioElement);
        this.audioElement = audioParentElement.removeChild(audioElement);
        this.audioButtonElement.appendChild(this.audioElement);
        
        this.audioButtonElement.onclick = this.onButtonClick.bind(this);
        this.audioElement.onended = this.onAudioEnded.bind(this);
        this.audioElement.ontimeupdate = this.onTimeUpdate.bind(this);

        this.StateEnum = {
        AtStart: 'AtStart',
        Playing: 'Playing',
        Paused: 'Paused',
        };

        this.state = this.StateEnum.AtStart;
        this.progress = 0;
        this.updatePlayerLook();
    }
    
    updatePlayerLook() {
        
        switch (this.state) {
            case this.StateEnum.AtStart:
            {
                this.audioButtonElement.className = "audio-button-start";
                this.svgElement.style.display = 'none';
                break;
            }
            case this.StateEnum.Playing:
            {
                this.audioButtonElement.className = "audio-button-pause";
                this.svgElement.style.display = 'unset';
                break;
            }
            case this.StateEnum.Paused:
            {
                this.audioButtonElement.className = "audio-button-resume";
                this.svgElement.style.display = 'unset';
                break;
            }
        }
        
        this.audioButtonElement.setAttribute("aria-label", this.audioButtonAriaLabel());
    }
    
    audioButtonAriaLabel() {
        var isPlaying = this.state == this.StateEnum.Playing;
        var ariaLabel = isPlaying ? AudioPlayer.pauseString() : AudioPlayer.playString();
        var axDescription = this.audioElement.getAttribute("aria-label");
        if (axDescription.length > 0) {
            ariaLabel += ", " + axDescription;
        }
        return ariaLabel;
    }
    
    onAudioEnded() {
        this.audioElement.currentTime = 0;
        this.state = this.StateEnum.AtStart;
        this.updatePlayerLook();
    }
    
    onButtonClick() {
        switch (this.state) {
            case this.StateEnum.AtStart:
            {
                this.state = this.StateEnum.Playing;
                this.audioElement.play();
                break;
            }
            case this.StateEnum.Playing:
            {
                this.state = this.StateEnum.Paused;
                this.audioElement.pause();
                break;
            }
            case this.StateEnum.Paused:
            {
                this.state = this.StateEnum.Playing;
                this.audioElement.play();
                break;
            }
        }
        this.updatePlayerLook();
    }
    
    onTimeUpdate() {
        var newProgress = this.audioElement.currentTime / this.audioElement.duration;
        if (Math.abs(newProgress - this.progress) > 0.001) {
            var minFraction = 0.01;
            if (Math.abs(1.0 - newProgress) < minFraction) {
                // Practically a full circle.
                this.completeElement.style.display = 'unset';
                this.pathElement.style.display = 'none';
            } else {
                this.pathElement.style.display = 'unset';
                this.completeElement.style.display = 'none';
                var pathData = '';
                var radius = this.progressRadius;
                if (newProgress >= minFraction) {
                    // If < minFraction, the arc is very small - no need to draw it.
                    var startX = 0;
                    var startY = -radius;
                    var endAngle = (newProgress - 0.25) * ( 2 *Math.PI);
                    var endX = radius * Math.cos(endAngle);
                    var endY = radius * Math.sin(endAngle);
                    //A rx ry x-axis-rotation large-arc-flag sweep-flag x y
                    var largeArc = newProgress > 0.5 ? 1 : 0;
                    pathData = "M "+ startX + " " + startY + " A "+ radius + " "+ radius + " 0 " + largeArc + " 1 "+ endX + " " + endY;
                }
                this.pathElement.setAttribute("d", pathData);
            }
            this.progress = newProgress;
        }
    }
    
    static playString() {
        return stringWithId('Play Audio');
    }
    
    static pauseString() {
        return stringWithId('Pause Audio');
    }

    static loadInstances() {
        var audioElementArray = Array.prototype.slice.call(document.getElementsByTagName("audio"));
        audioElementArray.forEach(function(audioElement) {
                                  new AudioPlayer(audioElement);
                                  });
    }
}


function Body_onLoad() {
    AudioPlayer.loadInstances();
}
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1955

Opera

Die Zauberflöte (Mozart)

Karl Böhm, Wiener Philharmoniker, Wiener Staatsopernchor
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