[image: cover-image, Prague Castle BLUE sample]
.￼[image: Prague Castle BLUE.jpg]

Copyright Page
 
Title: Prague Castle – 10 Highlights Not to Miss
Subtitle: An Audiovisual Guide to the Castle’s Key Sites
Author: Lubor Matěj
Photos: Aleš Jedounek, Lubor Matěj
Cover & book design: iPublishing, s.r.o.
Music samples: IMSLP/Petrucci Music Library
Publisher: iPublishing, s.r.o.
Edition: 1st edition November 2023, 2nd edition March 2026
Format: EPUB 3 BLUE Edition
ISBN 978-80-88551-38-6
Copyright © 2023 by Lubor Matěj. All rights reserved.
 
www.MateoGuides.com
 
 
 
 
￼[image: Secrets of Prague AUDIO.jpg] 
New from Mateo Guides — discover the places that captivated Dan Brown when writing his bestseller The Secret of Secrets.

Why This Guide?￼
When I visit historical sites 1.mp3
When I visit historical sites, I look for more than just a brief description. I look for a key to understand what I’m seeing. I want information that excites me, something I can grasp, something that gives a statue, a painting, or a cathedral a whole new dimension.
 
￼[image: IMG_2660.jpeg]
The Baroque Clementinum Library
 
For a long time, I faced the same problem. Guidebooks were either too brief, leaving me without context, or so dense that I got lost in the text. And let’s be honest—when you stand beneath the soaring vault of a cathedral, you want to look up and marvel, not stand with your head down, deciphering long paragraphs.
 
I decided to change that. In our studio, we created a next-generation audio-visual guide that blends honest history with modern technology.
 
 
￼[image: dabel.jpg]
The Weeping Devil – detail of a herma on the plinth of one of the amazing sculptures on Charles Bridge.
 
 
What makes it unique? Depth and form.
Instead of dry data, we give you an experience.
	Walking across Charles Bridge? We won’t just tell you the names of the statues. We’ll introduce you to the dramatic lives of the saints, the fates of the sculptors, and even the patrons who paid for them.

	Following Mozart’s footsteps? We enhance the moment with music. At specific locations, you will hear the very masterpieces connected to them.

 
￼[image: IMG_4817.jpeg]
Apostles of the Prague Astronomical Clock waiting for their showtime. In our guide, you will learn who is who.
Our guides are filled with gripping stories of the people who shaped these places—from kings and saints to architects. The text is complemented by exclusive photography, offering glimpses into hidden corners you wouldn't easily capture yourself. 
 
🎧 And the best part?
So you can keep your eyes on the beauty around you, we have narrated the texts for you (in the GOLD and BLUE editions). Instead of reading from a screen, you can simply listen and immerse yourself in the atmosphere, often accompanied by period music.
 
I believe that with our guide, your visit to Prague will become truly unforgettable.
 
Lubor Matěj ￼[image: IMG_9017 (3).jpeg]
 
￼[image: SvatyVit_79.jpeg]
A rare view from the inaccessible gallery (Triforium) of the nave of St.Vitus Cathedral.
 
What you will find in our guides:
 
🎗️ Vivid stories: Profiles of rulers, saints, sculptors, and builders in historical context.
 
🎥 Exclusive photography: Revealing hidden or normally inaccessible places.
 
🎧 Audio: Voice narration (GOLD and BLUE editions).
 
🎼 Music: Tracks enhancing the atmosphere (selected titles).
 
🔷 User comfort: Optimized for reading and navigation on your phone screen.
 
Our guides will take you through both iconic and lesser-known places in Prague. You have surely visited Prague Castle or Charles Bridge. But we believe that this time, they will take on a completely new dimension for you. Just wait and see…
 
Did you know that Prague Castle is considered the largest inhabited castle complex in the world?
￼[image: IMG_2773 (2).jpeg]
View of the Prague Castle panorama from the gallery of the Klementinum astronomical tower.
Prague Castle with Music.mp3
🎧  Listen to an excerpt from the introductory chapter on Prague Castle:
 
 
Did you know that the Prague Astronomical Clock is the oldest functioning astronomical clock in the world?
￼[image: IMG_1838.jpeg]
The Prague Astronomical Clock (Prague Orloj)￼
Old town with music.mp3
In the Jewels of Prague guide: More than just a selfie we will take you through a labyrinth of streets to the iconic Old Town Square with its astronomical clock, where we will introduce you to all of its characters. We will also take a look inside the breathtaking Baroque library in Klementinum and take you to the mystical Old Jewish Cemetery. Listen to the attached sample.
 
Did you know that Charles Bridge represents the largest open-air gallery of sculptural works in the world?
￼[image: Karluv most depos small.jpg]￼
Charles Bridge with Music.mp3
Do you know who is looking down at you from the pedestals? Charles Bridge is the most beautiful open-air gallery, but for most tourists, they are just "some statues." Not for you. Do you want to know which saint exchanged his heart with Christ, where the sword is hidden, and why a Turk is guarding the prison? A complete overview of all the statuaries, their authors, and mysterious donors can only be found in our guide  Who's Who on Charles Bridge. Listen to the attached sample.
 
Do you know where W.A. Mozart composed and premiered his most famous opera in Prague? 
￼[image: IMG_1143 (1).jpeg]
The interior of the Estates Theatre has witnessed four premieres of W. A. Mozart's works.￼
Mozart EN introduction with music .mp3
🎻 Fell in love with the movie Amadeus? Prague was Mozart's second home, and we will take you to where he created, loved, and had fun. Our unique musical guide is not just text – it is an experience. Walk through Prague with Mozart in your ears and discover the places where musical history was written. Listen to a sample of the guide W.A. Mozart – Prague Footsteps.
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User Guide
From each heading there is a shortcut to the list.
 
Colour coding in headline:
St Vitus Cathedral - gold
Old Royal Palace - royal blue
St George's Basilica - purpur
 
Colour coding in a text
Saints and Statues - red
Builders and Artists - light blue
Rulers and Donators - green
 
🎧 Our guide has been created in the EPUB 3 format, which supports integrated audio commentary. Native readers such as Apple Books or Google Play Books handle it without any issues.
⚠️ For Android users, we recommend making sure you are running the latest version of the operating system – and therefore the most up-to-date version of Google Play Books. If you prefer to use a third-party e-reader, always check in advance whether it is fully compatible with EPUB 3.
 
 
 
 

Welcome & What's Inside
￼[image: Brana2.jpeg]
In addition to the soldiers of the castle guard, the entrance to the Prague Castle is guarded by statues of giants.￼
Prague Castle with Music.mp3
The entrance to Prague Castle is guarded not only by the Castle Guard soldiers but also by the colossal statues of the Titans.
Welcome to the place where our history was written and continues to be written today. You are standing on a legendary rocky promontory above the Vltava River, which the ancient Slavs called Žiži Hill.
Since the 9th century, Bohemian princes and later kings have ruled from here. Twice, this place even became the main seat of the Holy Roman Emperor. Today, it is the home of the President of the Republic. But Prague Castle is more than just a seat of power. It is a symbol.
￼[image: Prague Castel objects.jpg]
A City Within a City (and a World Record to Boot)
As you walk around, you might think the complex is endless. And you wouldn’t be wrong. The castle complex covers an area of seven hectares. To give you a better idea – you could fit more than six Old Town Squares in here!
Although the area isn't square (it’s more of a long strip measuring approx. 570 by 128 meters), thanks to its size, it is listed in the Guinness Book of World Records as the largest ancient castle complex in the world. It even overshadows the famous Windsor Castle in England.
Our guide will take you through three architectural pearls and one picturesque corner:
 
 
St. Vitus Cathedral
The heart of the entire complex is this impressive Gothic cathedral. It is not just a church; it is a treasury of national memory. Czech kings were crowned here, and here they also found their eternal rest. Alongside the monarchs (including four emperors), the spiritual guardians of the land – the Czech patrons – lie here. St. Wenceslas, St. Vitus, St. Adalbert, and St. John of Nepomuk rest here. And somewhere in a secret chamber, just a short distance from these saints, the Czech Crown Jewels are hidden.
￼[image: SvatyVit_98.jpeg]The original Gothic chancel is one of the most remarkable parts of the cathedral. This view has been accessible to worshippers since the time of Charles IV.
Old Royal Palace
Right next to the cathedral, we will visit the Old Royal Palace. Its pride is the monumental Vladislav Hall. When you enter, realize that this was one of the largest secular spaces in medieval Europe – so large that knights used to ride through it on horseback for indoor tournaments.
￼[image: IMG_5125.jpeg]
View of the Old Royal Palace from the north – Renaissance windows of the late Gothic Vladislav Hall.
St. George's Basilica
A little further on, a contrast awaits us – St. George's Basilica. Its austere but beautiful Romanesque interior (restored to this form at the turn of the 19th century) hides the tomb of another patron of the land – Princess St. Ludmila, the grandmother of St. Wenceslas.
￼[image: Bazilika13.jpeg]Choir for the nuns of the monastery - brick galleries - View from the choir loft of St. George's Basilica.
Golden Lane 
Finally, we will take you to the most popular and colorful corner of the castle. Golden Lane, with its miniature houses, feels like a fairy tale. And that’s no coincidence! You might not know that its current pastel-colored look was given to it by the famous artist and director Jiří Trnka. But real people lived in these little houses too – you will learn where Franz Kafka, the poet Jaroslav Seifert, or the mystic Gustav Meyrink worked and created
￼[image: ZlataUlicka-29.jpeg]Golden Lane - design by Jiří Trnka
 
Come with us to peek behind the ramparts of the ages

Timeline of Prague Castle
around 880 Founding of Prague Castle
before 884 Founding of the first church - Our Lady's Church by Prince Bořivoj I.
920 Founding of the Church of St George by Prince Vratislav I.
925 Foundation of the Rotunda of St Vitus by Prince Wenceslas
1060-1096 Prince Spytihnev II ordered the construction of the Basilica of St Vitus, Wenceslas and Adalbert.
1303 The royal palace fire.
1333-1382 The reconstruction of the royal palace was started by Margrave Charles IV.
1344 The foundation stone was laid for the Gothic cathedral. The future Emperor Charles IV invited the experienced builder Matthias of Arras from France to Prague to lead the construction.
1356 23 - year old but very talented Petr Parler from Swabia takes over the construction.
1385 The presbytery was completed and vaulted.
1490-1493  The royal oratory for the Bohemian and Hungarian king Vladislav II of Hungary was built.
1502 Completion of the construction of the grandiose Vladislav Hall by architect Benedikt Ried.
1541 A huge fire damaged all buildings of Prague Castle. 
1561-1563 Boniface Wohlmut completed the main tower with the top floor and a roof in the shape of a helmet covered with copper sheet metal.
1583  Emperor Rudolf II chooses Prague Castle as his official residence. 
1597-1606  During his reign, the castle was significantly expanded with additional wings, including the largest hall known today as the Spanish Hall.
1648 Occupation of the Castle by the Swedish army, looting of the art collections, the Rudolf's Kunstkammer
1753-75 During the reign of Empress Maria Theresa, extensive repairs and additions were made. The Theresian wing was built and the facades were unified in the with a classicist style by the architect Nicolo Pacassi.
1873 Under the guidance of builders Josef Mocker and Kamil Hilbert the completion of the cathedral began.
1918 Prague Castle becomes the seat of the President of the Czechoslovak Republic.
1920 Beginning of the renovation of the Castle by the Slovenian architect Josip Plečnik.
1930 Architect Otto Rothmayer continues to reconstruct and modify the Castle.
1929 Completion of the cathedral, including the west front with towers.
1949 - until today Gradual reconstruction of all buildings of Prague Castle. 

TOP 10 of Prague Castle 
 
St Vitus Cathedral
1. St Wenceslas' Chapel 
2. Golden Gate Mosaic 
3. Tombstone of St John of Nepomuk 
4. Royal Oratory 
5. Royal Crypt 
Old Royal Palace
6. Vladislav Hall
7. Old Assembly Hall
St George's Basilica
8. Chancel (Presbytery)
9. Tombs of Premyslid Rulers
10. Chapel of St Ludmila
 
Our tip: amazing views from the South Tower
 

St Vitus Cathedral
PLAN of Cathedrall
Remarkable Artworks
Introduction to Cathedral
Timeline
1. St Wenceslas' Chapel
1.1. Life of St Wenceslas
10.2. Interior of The Chapel
 
our TIP: amazing views from the South Tower
 
We have selected the most interesting places for you if you are interested in a more detailed description of the cathedral check out MATEO GUIDES.
 
 
 

PLAN of Cathedrall￼[image: pudorys katedraly interier TOP 5 EN.jpeg]
Remarkable Artworks
 
Gothic
Golden Gate Mosaic (11)
Tombstones of Czech Kings (6)
St Wenceslas chapel (10)
Royal Oratory (8)
Renaissance
Royal Mausoleum (3)
Baroque
Tombstone of st John of Nepomuk (7)
Sculpture gallery in the Cathedral Crossing (2)
Tombstone of st Sigismund (4)
19th and 20th century
Alphonse Mucha's glass painting window (1)
Tombstone of Karel IV (9)
Introduction to Cathedral
￼[image: SvatyVit2-5.jpeg]
South-west view of the St Vitus Cathedral.￼
Intro Cathedral.mp3
Located in the heart of Prague's Castle District, the Cathedral of St Vitus, Wenceslas and Adalbert, also known as St Vitus Cathedral, is much more than just a building. It is a symbol of the rich history of the Czech Republic, spanning centuries of wars, peace treaties, and political upheavals. This majestic Gothic masterpiece has witnessed the coronation of kings, the birth of a new era, and the restoration of a nation's spirit. The intricate architecture and artistic masterpieces within its walls are a testament to the human creativity and devotion that have flourished throughout the ages.
 
￼[image: SvatyVit_7 puvodni 2.jpeg]
View of the Gothic Part of the Cathedral from the Left Church Nave
 
The history of St Vitus Cathedral is as rich and complex as the history of the Czech Republic itself. The cathedral's origins date back to the 10th century when Wenceslaus I, the Duke of Bohemia, founded a Romanesque rotunda on the site. The rotunda was replaced by a larger basilica in the 11th century, which was then replaced by the current Gothic structure in the 14th century. 
Throughout the centuries, the cathedral underwent several reconstructions that saw the involvement of numerous architects, artists, and rulers. Emperor Charles IV, who is widely regarded as the cathedral's greatest patron, commissioned the construction of the New Archiepiscopal Palace and the Wenceslaus Chapel, which became the final resting place of the country's patron saint. The cathedral's history is also intertwined with the reign of Emperor Rudolf II, who contributed significantly to the cathedral's artistic adornments.
 
￼[image: SvatyVit_88.jpg]
Central nave from Triforium.
 
Today, St Vitus Cathedral is a popular tourist destination in Prague, attracting visitors from all over the world. This guidebook offers a comprehensive look into the cathedral's history, its architectural features, and the people who shaped it. It's the perfect companion for anyone wishing to explore the cathedral's hidden treasures and delve deeper into the fascinating history of the Czech Republic. Come along on a journey to discover the secrets of this magnificent landmark.
 
In this guide you will find a selection of the publication "Saint Vitus Cathedral: Saints, Rulers, Arts and Treasures."
Timeline
929 Prince Wenceslas I, the Duke of Bohemia, built the Rotunda of St Vitus
1060-1096 Prince Spytihnev II built the Basilica of St Vitus, Wenceslas and Adalbert.
1344 King John of Luxembourg, along with his son, the future Emperor Charles IV, and Archbishop Arnošt of Pardubice, lay the cornerstone for the future cathedral.
1344 Charles IV invited the experienced builder Matthias of Arras from France to Prague to lead the construction.
1356 23 - year old but very talented Petr Parler from Swabia takes over the construction.
1373 The completion and decoration of the St Wenceslas Chapel and transferring the graves of Czech rulers to the cathedral.
1385 The presbytery was completed and vaulted.
1490-1493  The royal oratory for the Bohemian and Hungarian king Vladislav II of Jagiellonia was built.
1509 The northern tower foundation was laid.
 1541 A fire in the Prague Castle destroyed the western part of the cathedral and the unfinished northern tower. 
1561-1563 Boniface Wohlmut completed the main tower with the top floor and a roof in the shape of a helmet covered with copper sheet metal.
1770 The baroque tower helmet was upgraded with a new truss and roof covered with copper sheet metal and topped with a weather vane in the shape of the Bohemian lion.
1873-1929 Under the guidance of builders Josef Mocker and Kamil Hilbert, the western part of the cathedral with a pair of towers and the main entrance was completed.
￼[image: Arch Timeline.jpg]
Building development from the Rotunda to the Cathedral.
The position of the tomb of St Wenceslas (marked with a red cross) remained untouched during all the reconstructions.
 

1. St Wenceslas' Chapel
￼[image: SvatyVit_41.jpeg]
St Wenceslas' Chapel.￼
St Wenceslas Chapel.mp3
 
St Wenceslas' Chapel in the Prague Cathedral is a must-visit for every Czech, it's the central spiritual point of the whole temple. This chapel is the traditional burial place of the remains of the Czech nation's patron and protector, St Wenceslas. His tomb was so revered that it was never moved during the conversions from rotunda to basilica and from basilica to cathedral. So it is still in the same place as his brother Prince Boleslav, who supposedly killed him in 935, deposited it shortly after his death. Along with the grave of the prince saint, who founded St Vitus' rotunda, is a door leading to the Crown Chamber, where the Czech coronation jewels, symbols of the Czech state, are kept.
St Wenceslas' remains are kept in a tombstone that is connected with the altar menza. The skull, which is the most precious relic of the saint, is a part of the church's treasure. During the St Wenceslas' festival and the National Pilgrimage in Stará Boleslav, where the prince was assassinated, the skull is displayed. During Charles IV's time, the royal crown was placed on the skull of St Wenceslas.
1.1. Life of St Wenceslas
￼[image: St Wenceslas statue.jpeg]
Gothic statue of St Wenceslas in St Wenceslas Chapel.
 
The story of St Wenceslas is intertwined with the history of the Czech nation, spanning over a millennium. He was a figurehead in times of war and a protector in times of peace, serving as a beacon of hope for the people.
Wenceslas was the son of Prince Vratislaus I, Duke of Bohemia, who was the younger son of Princess Ludmilla (later canonized) and Prince Bořivoj, the oldest documented Přemyslid ruler. His mother Drahomíra came from the family of the Hevellian, who belonged to the Polabian Slavs. Prince Vratislav died in 921, when the 14-year-old Wenceslas could not yet take the throne, and his mother Drahomíra became regent. 
 
Grandma St Ludmila
He and his younger brother Boleslav remain in Budeč in the care of their grandmother Ludmilla, according to legend a supporter of Christianity, unlike Drahomíra, who is said to have shunned pagan cults. This was one of the reasons why Drahomíra had Ludmila strangled to death immediately after her rise to power. After the young Wenceslas took over the reign, which must have been in 925 at the latest, he had Ludmilla's remains transferred from Tetín to Prague Castle and deposited them in the church of the later St George's Basilica, where they still rest today.
 
Government and foreign orientation
Prince Wenceslas reigned quite successfully, but the biggest problem was his neighbours, the Saxons and Bavarians, who invaded Bohemia in 929 and reached Prague without much resistance. Wenceslas had to resolve the situation by submitting to the Saxon Duke Henry the Fowler, by committing to pay tribute in exchange for peace. This policy saved Bohemia from joining the East Franconian Empire, as happened to the territory of the  Sorbs (also known as Lusatians). 
rotunda for the arm of St Vitus 
 
As a proof of the "partnership", Henry the Fowler then gave Wenceslas a relic - the arm of St Vitus, the patron saint of Saxony, and Wenceslas had a church built for it in the grounds of Prague Castle, known as the rotunda St Vitus. At that time, there were already two churches, the first dedicated to the Virgin Mary, built by Bořivoj I, Duke of Bohemia, and the larger church of St George built by his father Vratislav. According to archaeological excavations, Wenceslas' rotunda stood on what was probably the most sacred place, the mythical hill of Žiži, where the so-called "enthronement of the prince" was supposed to be located.
Tragic death
 
Historians still argue about Wenceslas' death. It is not so certain whether his brother assassinated him as chronicled in the chronicles or whether he was unhappily killed in an argument by Boleslav's companions, his personal guards. The fact is that Boleslav very soon transferred Wenceslas' remains to the rotunda of St Vitus, where, according to legend, he himself often took refuge, repenting over his grave. The date of Wenceslas' death is mentioned in the legends as 28 September. The year is not certain, the most frequently cited years are 929 and 935.
Despite his untimely death, Wenceslas' legacy continued to live on. His remains were interred in St Vitus' rotunda, which later became a pilgrimage site. His skull, the most precious relic of this saint, was even adorned with a royal crown. To this day, St Wenceslas remains a symbol of strength, piety, and hope for the Czech people.
 
￼[image: IMG_2219.jpeg]Saint Wenceslas depicted in the glass painting in the chancel window by Max Svabinsky.
10.2. Interior of The Chapel
￼[image: SvatyVit_99.jpeg]
Interior of St Wenceslas' Chapel.￼
interior of St Wen Chapel.mp3
 
The St Wenceslas chapel within the Prague cathedral is a masterpiece of Gothic architecture and art unique in the medieval world at that time. Built in the 1370s during the reign of Charles IV, the chapel is a testament to the saint's significance to the king and the Czech nation. Its breathtaking appearance and decorations leave visitors in awe.
The chapel is considered the holiest place within the cathedral and is adorned with precious jewels and intricate paintings. Of particular note are the original Gothic paintings on the bottom sections of the walls dating back to 1372-1373. These stunning works of art depict the suffering of Christ and are accompanied by figures of St Peter and St Paul by the western portal. The paintings are framed in beautifully polished jewels that only add to the magnificence of the chapel. The wall paintings in the cathedral still represent the best of Gothic art in Bohemia in the latter half of the 14th century.   
 
 
￼[image: malby po rimsou.jpeg]
Southern Wall Paintings of the Legend of the Life of St Wenceslas on the Walls of St Wenceslas´ Chapel.
 
The story of St Wenceslas is vividly depicted in the late Gothic paintings that adorn the walls of the chapel. These monumental works were commissioned by King Vladislav of Jagiellon around 1509 and tell the tale of the saint's life and death, including his assassination in Stará Boleslav.
On the chapel's eastern side, a painting depicts Prince Wenceslas arriving at the Imperial Meeting in Regensburg, with an empty chair symbolising the future Czech elector's arrival. Another painting on the southern wall shows the handover of St Vitus' relics - his arm to Wenceslas, gifted to him by the Saxon ruler Henry the Fowler.
 
￼[image: vyzdoba kaple sv Vaclava.jpeg]
Eastern  Wall Paintings of the Legend of the Life of St Wenceslas on the Walls of St Wenceslas´ Chapel.
 
But it is the dramatic painting on the eastern wall that captures the most attention. It portrays the Assassination of St Wenceslas in Stará Boleslav with a sense of the struggle between good and evil.
 
￼[image: polodrahokamy.jpeg]
View of the door in the western wall, richly decorated with semi-precious stones.
 
The St Wenceslas Chapel in the Prague cathedral boasts an impressive array of decorations, including 1345 plates of Czech semi-precious stones that adorn the bottom section of the chapel. These stones, some of which come from as far as Greece and Egypt, are believed to have healing properties and were selected for their liturgical symbolism. For example, green stones represented victory over death, while red ones were used to symbolize Jesus' sacrifice.
What's truly remarkable is how the Mediaeval artists were able to arrange these irregular stones into symmetrical images, often forming crosses to underscore the holiness of the chapel. To achieve this, the stones were carefully cut using thin ropes and abrasive powders and then placed in mortar after polishing. The gaps between the stones were then filled with decorative, gold-plated patterns, completing the intricate designs. 
 
￼[image: SvatyVit_43.jpeg]
Wall cladding with semi-precious stones. and Jesus´ Crucifixion . 
 
The Gothic wall painting above the altar is again a stunning sight to behold. It depicts the central theme of the Crucifixion of Jesus Christ, with Mary and John the Evangelist by His side. What's particularly interesting is the portrayal of Emperor Charles IV, who can be seen kneeling to the left of Jesus. On the right side of Jesus is his fourth wife, Elizabeth of Pomerania, also depicted in a kneeling position.
Gothic art was known for its strict hierarchical structure in figural depictions. In this painting, Jesus is depicted as the tallest figure, while the saints are smaller in size. The other figures, including the Emperor and his wife, are portrayed as the smallest in comparison.
 
￼[image: SvatyVit_49.jpg]
St Wenceslas´ Chapel Vault.
 
The intricate design of St Wenceslas Chapel  is not limited to its walls and paintings. The chapel's ribbed mesh vault deserves attention as well. The mesh vault is responsible for transforming the square chapel into a circular one, allowing visitors to take in the space without any clear beginning or end.
At a height of 14 meters above the ground, the thin vault adds to the majestic aura of the chapel. And as if that's not enough, the golden chandelier hanging from the ceiling, designed by Kamil Hilbert and added during the chapel's renewal between 1912 and 1913, serves as a stunning centerpiece that completes the already breathtaking design of the chapel.
 
￼[image: SvatyVit_48.jpeg]
Statue of St Wenceslas in the chapel.
 
The stunning statue of St Wenceslas in the chapel is considered to be one of the finest examples of Czech Gothic art in sculpture. The piece, which stands at almost two meters tall, is believed to have been crafted by Petr Parler.
What makes the statue even more remarkable is the fact that the saint's facial features are thought to be a faithful representation of his actual appearance. The head of the statue has been shown to closely resemble the shape of St Wenceslas' skull, which is revered as a holy relic. This discovery was made in the 1970s by the eminent Czech anthropologist Emanuel Vlček, adding even more intrigue and historical significance to this exceptional work of art.
 
￼[image: SvatyVit_44.jpeg]  
A door with seven locks leading to the spiral staircase to the Crown Chamber.
 
Located within the confines of St Vitus Cathedral lies a highly secure room known as the Crown Chamber. Inside the chamber, safeguarded by a sheet metal clad door bearing seven locks, rests the most valuable treasure of the Czech Republic - the coronation jewels. The door, crafted in 1867, is under strict watch and can only be opened with the presence of all seven key holders, among whom are major representatives of the state, including the President.
 
￼[image: korunovacni klenoty.jpg]
Permanent exhibition of copies of the Crown Jewels displayed in the Old Royal Palace.
 
The coronation jewels, with St Wenceslas' crown, sceptre and apple being the most prominent among them, have been an integral part of the country's rich cultural heritage for centuries. Since the reign of Charles IV, the jewels have been kept within the country and have rarely left its borders, making them an essential symbol of Czech statehood and the country's monarchy. On special occasions, under stringent safety measures, the coronation jewels are exhibited to the public, showcasing their magnificent beauty and historical significance. 
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                <g stroke="white">
                    <path class="progress" d=""/>
                    <circle class="complete" cx="0" cy="0" r="${this.progressRadius}"/>
                </g>
            </g>
        </svg></span></span>`;
        this.audioButtonElement = adhocElement.getElementsByClassName("audio-button-start")[0];
        this.audioButtonElement = adhocElement.removeChild(this.audioButtonElement);
        this.svgElement = this.audioButtonElement.getElementsByClassName("svg-contents")[0];
        this.svgElement.style.display = 'none';
        this.pathElement = this.svgElement.getElementsByClassName("progress")[0];
        this.pathElement.style.display = 'none';
        this.completeElement = this.svgElement.getElementsByClassName("complete")[0];
        this.completeElement.style.display = 'none';
        
        audioParentElement.insertBefore(this.audioButtonElement, audioElement);
        this.audioElement = audioParentElement.removeChild(audioElement);
        this.audioButtonElement.appendChild(this.audioElement);
        
        this.audioButtonElement.onclick = this.onButtonClick.bind(this);
        this.audioElement.onended = this.onAudioEnded.bind(this);
        this.audioElement.ontimeupdate = this.onTimeUpdate.bind(this);

        this.StateEnum = {
        AtStart: 'AtStart',
        Playing: 'Playing',
        Paused: 'Paused',
        };

        this.state = this.StateEnum.AtStart;
        this.progress = 0;
        this.updatePlayerLook();
    }
    
    updatePlayerLook() {
        
        switch (this.state) {
            case this.StateEnum.AtStart:
            {
                this.audioButtonElement.className = "audio-button-start";
                this.svgElement.style.display = 'none';
                break;
            }
            case this.StateEnum.Playing:
            {
                this.audioButtonElement.className = "audio-button-pause";
                this.svgElement.style.display = 'unset';
                break;
            }
            case this.StateEnum.Paused:
            {
                this.audioButtonElement.className = "audio-button-resume";
                this.svgElement.style.display = 'unset';
                break;
            }
        }
        
        this.audioButtonElement.setAttribute("aria-label", this.audioButtonAriaLabel());
    }
    
    audioButtonAriaLabel() {
        var isPlaying = this.state == this.StateEnum.Playing;
        var ariaLabel = isPlaying ? AudioPlayer.pauseString() : AudioPlayer.playString();
        var axDescription = this.audioElement.getAttribute("aria-label");
        if (axDescription.length > 0) {
            ariaLabel += ", " + axDescription;
        }
        return ariaLabel;
    }
    
    onAudioEnded() {
        this.audioElement.currentTime = 0;
        this.state = this.StateEnum.AtStart;
        this.updatePlayerLook();
    }
    
    onButtonClick() {
        switch (this.state) {
            case this.StateEnum.AtStart:
            {
                this.state = this.StateEnum.Playing;
                this.audioElement.play();
                break;
            }
            case this.StateEnum.Playing:
            {
                this.state = this.StateEnum.Paused;
                this.audioElement.pause();
                break;
            }
            case this.StateEnum.Paused:
            {
                this.state = this.StateEnum.Playing;
                this.audioElement.play();
                break;
            }
        }
        this.updatePlayerLook();
    }
    
    onTimeUpdate() {
        var newProgress = this.audioElement.currentTime / this.audioElement.duration;
        if (Math.abs(newProgress - this.progress) > 0.001) {
            var minFraction = 0.01;
            if (Math.abs(1.0 - newProgress) < minFraction) {
                // Practically a full circle.
                this.completeElement.style.display = 'unset';
                this.pathElement.style.display = 'none';
            } else {
                this.pathElement.style.display = 'unset';
                this.completeElement.style.display = 'none';
                var pathData = '';
                var radius = this.progressRadius;
                if (newProgress >= minFraction) {
                    // If < minFraction, the arc is very small - no need to draw it.
                    var startX = 0;
                    var startY = -radius;
                    var endAngle = (newProgress - 0.25) * ( 2 *Math.PI);
                    var endX = radius * Math.cos(endAngle);
                    var endY = radius * Math.sin(endAngle);
                    //A rx ry x-axis-rotation large-arc-flag sweep-flag x y
                    var largeArc = newProgress > 0.5 ? 1 : 0;
                    pathData = "M "+ startX + " " + startY + " A "+ radius + " "+ radius + " 0 " + largeArc + " 1 "+ endX + " " + endY;
                }
                this.pathElement.setAttribute("d", pathData);
            }
            this.progress = newProgress;
        }
    }
    
    static playString() {
        return stringWithId('Play Audio');
    }
    
    static pauseString() {
        return stringWithId('Pause Audio');
    }

    static loadInstances() {
        var audioElementArray = Array.prototype.slice.call(document.getElementsByTagName("audio"));
        audioElementArray.forEach(function(audioElement) {
                                  new AudioPlayer(audioElement);
                                  });
    }
}


function Body_onLoad() {
    AudioPlayer.loadInstances();
}
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