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New from Mateo Guides — discover the places that captivated Dan Brown when writing his bestseller The Secret of Secrets.

Why This Guide?￼
When I visit historical sites 1.mp3
When I visit historical sites, I look for more than just a brief description. I look for a key to understand what I’m seeing. I want information that excites me, something I can grasp, something that gives a statue, a painting, or a cathedral a whole new dimension.
 
￼[image: IMG_2660.jpeg]
The Baroque Clementinum Library
 
For a long time, I faced the same problem. Guidebooks were either too brief, leaving me without context, or so dense that I got lost in the text. And let’s be honest—when you stand beneath the soaring vault of a cathedral, you want to look up and marvel, not stand with your head down, deciphering long paragraphs.
 
I decided to change that. In our studio, we created a next-generation audio-visual guide that blends honest history with modern technology.
 
 
￼[image: dabel.jpg]
The Weeping Devil – detail of a herma on the plinth of one of the amazing sculptures on Charles Bridge.
 
 
What makes it unique? Depth and form.
Instead of dry data, we give you an experience.
	Walking across Charles Bridge? We won’t just tell you the names of the statues. We’ll introduce you to the dramatic lives of the saints, the fates of the sculptors, and even the patrons who paid for them.

	Following Mozart’s footsteps? We enhance the moment with music. At specific locations, you will hear the very masterpieces connected to them.

 
￼[image: IMG_4817.jpeg]
Apostles of the Prague Astronomical Clock waiting for their showtime. In our guide, you will learn who is who.
Our guides are filled with gripping stories of the people who shaped these places—from kings and saints to architects. The text is complemented by exclusive photography, offering glimpses into hidden corners you wouldn't easily capture yourself. 
 
🎧 And the best part?
So you can keep your eyes on the beauty around you, we have narrated the texts for you (in the GOLD and BLUE editions). Instead of reading from a screen, you can simply listen and immerse yourself in the atmosphere, often accompanied by period music. In the RED edition, we've included audio commentary samples in the first few chapters — so you can experience the full guide before you decide.
 
I believe that with our guide, your visit to Prague will become truly unforgettable.
 
Lubor Matěj ￼[image: IMG_9017 (3).jpeg]
 
￼[image: SvatyVit_79.jpeg]
A rare view from the inaccessible gallery (Triforium) of the nave of St.Vitus Cathedral.
 
What you will find in our guides:
 
🎗️ Vivid stories: Profiles of rulers, saints, sculptors, and builders in historical context.
 
🎥 Exclusive photography: Revealing hidden or normally inaccessible places.
 
🎧 Audio: Voice narration (GOLD and BLUE editions).
 
🎼 Music: Tracks enhancing the atmosphere (selected titles).
 
🔷 User comfort: Optimized for reading and navigation on your phone screen.
 
Our guides will take you through both iconic and lesser-known places in Prague. You have surely visited Prague Castle or Charles Bridge. But we believe that this time, they will take on a completely new dimension for you. Just wait and see…
 
Did you know that Prague Castle is considered the largest inhabited castle complex in the world?
￼[image: IMG_2773 (2).jpeg]
View of the Prague Castle panorama from the gallery of the Klementinum astronomical tower.
Prague Castle with Music.mp3
🎧  Listen to an excerpt from the introductory chapter on Prague Castle:
 
 
Did you know that the Prague Astronomical Clock is the oldest functioning astronomical clock in the world?
￼[image: IMG_1838.jpeg]
The Prague Astronomical Clock (Prague Orloj)￼
Old town with music.mp3
In the Jewels of Prague guide: More than just a selfie we will take you through a labyrinth of streets to the iconic Old Town Square with its astronomical clock, where we will introduce you to all of its characters. We will also take a look inside the breathtaking Baroque library in Klementinum and take you to the mystical Old Jewish Cemetery. Listen to the attached sample.
 
Did you know that Charles Bridge represents the largest open-air gallery of sculptural works in the world?
￼[image: Karluv most depos small.jpg]￼
Charles Bridge with Music.mp3
Do you know who is looking down at you from the pedestals? Charles Bridge is the most beautiful open-air gallery, but for most tourists, they are just "some statues." Not for you. Do you want to know which saint exchanged his heart with Christ, where the sword is hidden, and why a Turk is guarding the prison? A complete overview of all the statuaries, their authors, and mysterious donors can only be found in our guide  Who's Who on Charles Bridge. Listen to the attached sample.
 
Do you know where W.A. Mozart composed and premiered his most famous opera in Prague? 
￼[image: IMG_1143 (1).jpeg]
The interior of the Estates Theatre has witnessed four premieres of W. A. Mozart's works.￼
Mozart EN introduction with music .mp3
🎻 Fell in love with the movie Amadeus? Prague was Mozart's second home, and we will take you to where he created, loved, and had fun. Our unique musical guide is not just text – it is an experience. Walk through Prague with Mozart in your ears and discover the places where musical history was written. Listen to a sample of the guide W.A. Mozart – Prague Footsteps.
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From each heading there is a shortcut to the list.
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🎧 Our guide has been created in the EPUB 3 format, which supports integrated audio commentary. Native readers such as Apple Books or Google Play Books handle it without any issues.
⚠️ For Android users, we recommend making sure you are running the latest version of the operating system – and therefore the most up-to-date version of Google Play Books. If you prefer to use a third-party e-reader, always check in advance whether it is fully compatible with EPUB 3.
 
 
 
 

Welcome & What's Inside
￼[image: Brana2.jpeg]
In addition to the soldiers of the castle guard, the entrance to the Prague Castle is guarded by statues of giants.￼
Prague Castle with Music.mp3
The entrance to Prague Castle is guarded not only by the Castle Guard soldiers but also by the colossal statues of the Titans.
Welcome to the place where our history was written and continues to be written today. You are standing on a legendary rocky promontory above the Vltava River, which the ancient Slavs called Žiži Hill.
Since the 9th century, Bohemian princes and later kings have ruled from here. Twice, this place even became the main seat of the Holy Roman Emperor. Today, it is the home of the President of the Republic. But Prague Castle is more than just a seat of power. It is a symbol.
￼[image: Prague Castel objects.jpg]
A City Within a City (and a World Record to Boot)
As you walk around, you might think the complex is endless. And you wouldn’t be wrong. The castle complex covers an area of seven hectares. To give you a better idea – you could fit more than six Old Town Squares in here!
Although the area isn't square (it’s more of a long strip measuring approx. 570 by 128 meters), thanks to its size, it is listed in the Guinness Book of World Records as the largest ancient castle complex in the world. It even overshadows the famous Windsor Castle in England.
Our guide will take you through three architectural pearls and one picturesque corner:
 
 
St. Vitus Cathedral
The heart of the entire complex is this impressive Gothic cathedral. It is not just a church; it is a treasury of national memory. Czech kings were crowned here, and here they also found their eternal rest. Alongside the monarchs (including four emperors), the spiritual guardians of the land – the Czech patrons – lie here. St. Wenceslas, St. Vitus, St. Adalbert, and St. John of Nepomuk rest here. And somewhere in a secret chamber, just a short distance from these saints, the Czech Crown Jewels are hidden.
￼[image: SvatyVit_98.jpeg]The original Gothic chancel is one of the most remarkable parts of the cathedral. This view has been accessible to worshippers since the time of Charles IV.
Old Royal Palace
Right next to the cathedral, we will visit the Old Royal Palace. Its pride is the monumental Vladislav Hall. When you enter, realize that this was one of the largest secular spaces in medieval Europe – so large that knights used to ride through it on horseback for indoor tournaments.
￼[image: IMG_5125.jpeg]
View of the Old Royal Palace from the north – Renaissance windows of the late Gothic Vladislav Hall.
St. George's Basilica
A little further on, a contrast awaits us – St. George's Basilica. Its austere but beautiful Romanesque interior (restored to this form at the turn of the 19th century) hides the tomb of another patron of the land – Princess St. Ludmila, the grandmother of St. Wenceslas.
￼[image: Bazilika13.jpeg]Choir for the nuns of the monastery - brick galleries - View from the choir loft of St. George's Basilica.
Golden Lane 
Finally, we will take you to the most popular and colorful corner of the castle. Golden Lane, with its miniature houses, feels like a fairy tale. And that’s no coincidence! You might not know that its current pastel-colored look was given to it by the famous artist and director Jiří Trnka. But real people lived in these little houses too – you will learn where Franz Kafka, the poet Jaroslav Seifert, or the mystic Gustav Meyrink worked and created
￼[image: ZlataUlicka-29.jpeg]Golden Lane - design by Jiří Trnka
 
Come with us to peek behind the ramparts of the ages

Timeline of Prague Castle
around 880 Founding of Prague Castle
before 884 Founding of the first church - Our Lady's Church by Prince Bořivoj I.
920 Founding of the Church of St George by Prince Vratislav I.
925 Foundation of the Rotunda of St Vitus by Prince Wenceslas
1060-1096 Prince Spytihnev II ordered the construction of the Basilica of St Vitus, Wenceslas and Adalbert.
1303 The royal palace fire.
1333-1382 The reconstruction of the royal palace was started by Margrave Charles IV.
1344 The foundation stone was laid for the Gothic cathedral. The future Emperor Charles IV invited the experienced builder Matthias of Arras from France to Prague to lead the construction.
1356 23 - year old but very talented Petr Parler from Swabia takes over the construction.
1385 The presbytery was completed and vaulted.
1490-1493  The royal oratory for the Bohemian and Hungarian king Vladislav II of Hungary was built.
1502 Completion of the construction of the grandiose Vladislav Hall by architect Benedikt Ried.
1541 A huge fire damaged all buildings of Prague Castle. 
1561-1563 Boniface Wohlmut completed the main tower with the top floor and a roof in the shape of a helmet covered with copper sheet metal.
1583  Emperor Rudolf II chooses Prague Castle as his official residence. 
1597-1606  During his reign, the castle was significantly expanded with additional wings, including the largest hall known today as the Spanish Hall.
1648 Occupation of the Castle by the Swedish army, looting of the art collections, the Rudolf's Kunstkammer
1753-75 During the reign of Empress Maria Theresa, extensive repairs and additions were made. The Theresian wing was built and the facades were unified in the with a classicist style by the architect Nicolo Pacassi.
1873 Under the guidance of builders Josef Mocker and Kamil Hilbert the completion of the cathedral began.
1918 Prague Castle becomes the seat of the President of the Czechoslovak Republic.
1920 Beginning of the renovation of the Castle by the Slovenian architect Josip Plečnik.
1930 Architect Otto Rothmayer continues to reconstruct and modify the Castle.
1929 Completion of the cathedral, including the west front with towers.
1949 - until today Gradual reconstruction of all buildings of Prague Castle. 

TOP 10 of Prague Castle 
 
St Vitus Cathedral
1. St Wenceslas' Chapel 
2. Golden Gate Mosaic 
3. Tombstone of St John of Nepomuk 
4. Royal Oratory 
5. Royal Crypt 
Old Royal Palace
6. Vladislav Hall
7. Old Assembly Hall
St George's Basilica
8. Chancel (Presbytery)
9. Tombs of Premyslid Rulers
10. Chapel of St Ludmila
 
Our tip: amazing views from the South Tower
 

St Vitus Cathedral
PLAN of Cathedrall
Remarkable Artworks
Introduction to Cathedral
Timeline
1. Glass Painting of Alphonse Mucha
 
our TIP: amazing views from the South Tower
 
We have selected the most interesting places for you if you are interested in a more detailed description of the cathedral check out MATEO GUIDES.
 
 
 

PLAN of Cathedrall￼[image: Plan of Cathedral TOP 10.jpg]
Remarkable Artworks
 
Gothic
Golden Gate Mosaic (11)
Tombstones of Czech Kings (6)
St Wenceslas chapel (10)
Royal Oratory (8)
Renaissance
Royal Mausoleum (3)
Baroque
Tombstone of st John of Nepomuk (7)
Sculpture gallery in the Cathedral Crossing (2)
Tombstone of st Sigismund (4)
19th and 20th century
Alphonse Mucha's glass painting window (1)
Tombstone of Karel IV (9)
Introduction to Cathedral
￼[image: SvatyVit2-5.jpeg]
South-west view of the St Vitus Cathedral.￼
Intro Cathedral.mp3
Located in the heart of Prague's Castle District, the Cathedral of St Vitus, Wenceslas and Adalbert, also known as St Vitus Cathedral, is much more than just a building. It is a symbol of the rich history of the Czech Republic, spanning centuries of wars, peace treaties, and political upheavals. This majestic Gothic masterpiece has witnessed the coronation of kings, the birth of a new era, and the restoration of a nation's spirit. The intricate architecture and artistic masterpieces within its walls are a testament to the human creativity and devotion that have flourished throughout the ages.
 
￼[image: SvatyVit_7 puvodni 2.jpeg]
View of the Gothic Part of the Cathedral from the Left Church Nave
 
The history of St Vitus Cathedral is as rich and complex as the history of the Czech Republic itself. The cathedral's origins date back to the 10th century when Wenceslaus I, the Duke of Bohemia, founded a Romanesque rotunda on the site. The rotunda was replaced by a larger basilica in the 11th century, which was then replaced by the current Gothic structure in the 14th century. 
Throughout the centuries, the cathedral underwent several reconstructions that saw the involvement of numerous architects, artists, and rulers. Emperor Charles IV, who is widely regarded as the cathedral's greatest patron, commissioned the construction of the New Archiepiscopal Palace and the Wenceslaus Chapel, which became the final resting place of the country's patron saint. The cathedral's history is also intertwined with the reign of Emperor Rudolf II, who contributed significantly to the cathedral's artistic adornments.
 
￼[image: SvatyVit_88.jpg]
Central nave from Triforium.
 
Today, St Vitus Cathedral is a popular tourist destination in Prague, attracting visitors from all over the world. This guidebook offers a comprehensive look into the cathedral's history, its architectural features, and the people who shaped it. It's the perfect companion for anyone wishing to explore the cathedral's hidden treasures and delve deeper into the fascinating history of the Czech Republic. Come along on a journey to discover the secrets of this magnificent landmark.
 
In this guide you will find a selection of the publication "Saint Vitus Cathedral: Saints, Rulers, Arts and Treasures."
Timeline
929 Prince Wenceslas I, the Duke of Bohemia, built the Rotunda of St Vitus
1060-1096 Prince Spytihnev II built the Basilica of St Vitus, Wenceslas and Adalbert.
1344 King John of Luxembourg, along with his son, the future Emperor Charles IV, and Archbishop Arnošt of Pardubice, lay the cornerstone for the future cathedral.
1344 Charles IV invited the experienced builder Matthias of Arras from France to Prague to lead the construction.
1356 23 - year old but very talented Petr Parler from Swabia takes over the construction.
1373 The completion and decoration of the St Wenceslas Chapel and transferring the graves of Czech rulers to the cathedral.
1385 The presbytery was completed and vaulted.
1490-1493  The royal oratory for the Bohemian and Hungarian king Vladislav II of Jagiellonia was built.
1509 The northern tower foundation was laid.
 1541 A fire in the Prague Castle destroyed the western part of the cathedral and the unfinished northern tower. 
1561-1563 Boniface Wohlmut completed the main tower with the top floor and a roof in the shape of a helmet covered with copper sheet metal.
1770 The baroque tower helmet was upgraded with a new truss and roof covered with copper sheet metal and topped with a weather vane in the shape of the Bohemian lion.
1873-1929 Under the guidance of builders Josef Mocker and Kamil Hilbert, the western part of the cathedral with a pair of towers and the main entrance was completed.
￼[image: Arch Timeline.jpg]
Building development from the Rotunda to the Cathedral.
The position of the tomb of St Wenceslas (marked with a red cross) remained untouched during all the reconstructions.
 
 

1. Glass Painting of Alphonse Mucha 
￼[image: SvatyVit_1.jpeg]
Central Nave of the Cathedral.￼
new archepiscopal chapel.mp3
When you enter the central nave of the cathedral, the second chapel on the left (north) side is the New Archiepiscopal chapel. It is admired especially for Alphonse Mucha's stained glass painting window.  In addition to its artistic value, the crypt of the chapel serves as the final resting place for Prague archbishops. This tradition started in 1909 and continues to this day. The archiepiscopacy of Prague was established by Charles IV in 1344, and the construction of the cathedral was closely linked to this change. The first Prague archbishop, Arnošt of Pardubice (1297-1364), was a close friend and advisor of the king. He was also a great chancellor of Charles University, which was founded on 7 April 1348.
 
￼[image: SvatyVit_92.jpg]
Alphonse Mucha's stained glass painting window.
 
One of its most striking features is the stained glass painting created by Alphonse Mucha in 1931. Mucha was a renowned artist and one of the leading representatives of Art Nouveau at the turn of the 19th and 20th centuries. The glass painting tells a story and adds to the beauty of the chapel.
 
 
￼[image: SvatyVit_51.jpeg]
Depiction of St Wenceslas and St Ludmila 
 
Saint Ludmila and her grandson, young Wenceslas, who would later become the patron saint of Bohemia, are figures of great significance in Czech history.
Ludmila played an important role in the spread of Christianity in the Czech lands. In the year 882, she and her husband, the first documented Přemyslid king Bořivoj, were baptized by St Methodius, who had introduced Christianity to the Slavic countries.
Tragically, Ludmila met an untimely end when her daughter-in-law, Drahomíra, had her strangled. The reasons behind this act are numerous, including jealousy caused by Ludmila's popularity and power struggles between supporters of pagan tradition and Christianity. Despite her tragic end, Ludmila is remembered as a significant figure in the history of Christianity in the Czech Republic.
see more about St Ludmila in the List of SAINTS
 
￼[image: SvatyVit_50.jpeg]
Depiction of St Cyril and St Methodius in the Glass Painting
 
In the 9th century, the Byzantine brothers St Cyril and St Methodius journeyed from Thessaloniki to Great Moravia with the aim of evangelizing the local Slavic population in their own language. Their mission was revolutionary, as up until then, Latin had been the exclusive language of the Church. The brothers are also credited with creating the Glagolitic script, which was used to write Old Church Slavonic, the liturgical language of the Slavs. Through their tireless work, the two saints became known as the "Apostles to the Slavs." One of the most significant moments in their ministry was the baptism of a pagan convert, which symbolized the spread of Christianity among the Slavs.
see more about St Cyril and Metodius in the List of SAINTS
 
 
￼[image: SvatyVit_52.jpeg]Depiction of the Daughter of A. Mucha in the Glass Painting
 
In the painting depicting the celebration of the Slavic nation, one of the girls depicted was a source of inspiration for the artist, who happened to be the painter's own daughter. The artwork in question is likely to be "The Slav Epic," a series of twenty monumental canvases painted by Alphonse Mucha between 1910 and 1928, which depict the history and mythology of the Slavic people.
Perhaps just for the sake of interest, we should add that the stained glass windows and other modern decoration of the cathedral were often sponsored by private companies and financial institutions. And that is why you will find the names of these donors, today we would say sponsors, on the stained glass windows in the neo-Gothic part of the cathedral.
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